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Aga Khan University Examination Board 

Notes from E-Marking Centre on SSC-II Pakistan Studies Examination April/ May 2019 

Introduction 

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of the Secondary School 

Certificate (SSC) Part II subject in Pakistan Studies. It contains comments on candidates’ 

responses to the 2019 SSC-II Examination, indicating the quality of the responses and 

highlighting their relative strengths and weaknesses. 

E-Marking Notes 

 

This includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some specific 

examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note that the 

descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker responses as 

gathered from the e-marking session. However, the candidates’ responses shared in this 

document represent some specific example(s) of the mentioned comments. 

 

Teachers and candidates should be aware that examiners may ask questions that address the 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that require candidates to respond by integrating 

knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed during the course of study. 

Candidates are advised to read and comprehend each question carefully before writing the 

response to fulfil the demand of the question. 

 

Candidates need to be aware that the marks allocated to the questions are related to the answer 

space provided on the examination paper as a guide to the length of the required response. A 

longer response will not in itself lead to higher marks. Candidates need to be familiar with the 

command words in the SLOs which contain terms commonly used in examination questions. 

However, candidates should also be aware that not all questions will start with or contain one of 

the command words. Words such as ‘how’, ‘why’ or ‘what’ may also be used. 

 

General Comments 

The paper of Pakistan Studies at this level comprises of questions based on several concepts such 

as Economic Development, Population, Emergence of Pakistan, Political and Constitutional 

Development in Pakistan, Society and Culture of Pakistan and Pakistan in World Affairs.  

 

It was generally observed that candidates were able to perform fairly well as compared to 

previous years in the exams. However, it was also noticed that candidates lack basic historical 

knowledge necessary to answer various questions. Most candidates did not perform well in 

questions dealing with the world affairs. It seemed that candidates were not well prepared to 

answer questions from this topic. It is generally observed that some of the students lack the skill 

of understanding questions; therefore, the performance was not up to the mark.  

It was also identified during e-marking that teachers are using SLOs as questions which perhaps 

is decreasing the thinking and creative abilities of the candidates. They are unable to understand 

the demand of the question as these candidates are missing key words while reading a question 

and hence, are trying to respond to questions in their own way.   
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In some cases, candidates who were unable to comprehend the question, were also unable to use 

the given space effectively and even wrote beyond the lines. It is indeed an important point to be 

made that Pakistan Studies cannot be taught in isolation. It needs to be connected with the real 

life situations so that candidates’ thinking and critical skills can be flourished and can be used in 

an effective manner while responding to the questions. 

 
 

Note: Candidates’ responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for       

grammar, spelling, format or factual information. 
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Detailed Comments: 

Constructed Response Questions (CRQs) 

Question 1:  

Explain any TWO effects of industrial revolution on the Earth’s ecology. 

Better responses displayed answers in light of the context given, i.e. Earth’s ecology. Candidates 

wrote that the effects of industrial revolution can harm both public health and damage the 

environment by contributing to global phenomena such as climate change/ increased 

desertification. Some candidates mentioned that due to industrial revolution, acidity of soil has 

increased, thus it decreases the fertility of soil. Some candidates highlighted that when marine 

life is disturbed thus, it creates disturbance in the food chain. 

Example: 

 

Weaker responses reflected lack of understanding of the candidates in terms of the effects of  

industrial revolution on the Earth’s ecology. In such responses, candidates mentioned about 

water pollution and noise pollution such as industrial waste is being spilled in the water causing 

water pollution/ industries should be built far away from the cities as it is creating noise 

pollution. Some candidates also mentioned that heavy machineries are used in the industry due to 

which breathing problems occur/ due to industrial waste, soil erosion takes place.  
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Example: 

 

Question 2:  

Explain any TWO problems caused due to over population in Pakistan. 

This question was well attempted by most of the candidates. Better responses highlighted that 

due to overpopulation, there will be a shortage of food/ less job opportunities will be provided to 

the people/ education and health facilities would be limited/ there will be lack of resources/ 

deforestation will occur for human purpose i.e. to build furniture, to construct buildings so that 

people can be accommodated accordingly/ due to cutting of trees, global warming may increase 

in the country/ overpopulation increases child labour so that everyone at home can earn money. 

In addition, candidates wrote that. Hence, it is evident that candidates were able to make 

connections between overpopulation and the problems caused due to it in Pakistan. 

Example: 
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Weaker responses highlighted the causes of overpopulation instead of explaining the problems 

caused due to overpopulation in the country. Candidates did not understand the demand of the 

question and hence, wrote about early marriages, desire for more sons/ lack of awareness about 

family planning in the country due to which they have large families. 

 Example: 

 

 

Question 3:  

Explain the role of Allama Iqbal as a Muslim leader in the light of Allahabad Address 1930. 

Better responses clearly mentioned the contribution of Allama Iqbal in the light of Allahabad’s 

Address 1930. These responses mentioned the points shared with the audience in his address 

such as he wanted the provinces of Sindh, Punjab, Balochistan and N.W.F.P. to amalgamate into 

a single state/ Allama Iqbal spoke clearly about his vision related to Two Nation theory and 

explained the reasons for categorising Hindus and Muslims as two distinct and separate  nations.  

Example: 
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Weaker responses generally mentioned the contribution of Allama Iqbal as an advocate of 

Muslims. It seems that candidates had overlooked the time period specifically mentioned in the 

question. Moreover, the candidates instead of writing their view points about Allahabad’s 

address had generalised the answer that he demanded for a separate state/ he awakened the 

Muslims of the subcontinent through his poetries and articles. 

Example: 

 
 

Question 4:  

Briefly describe any FOUR land reforms initiated by Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto in 1977. 

Better responses correctly mentioned the land reforms introduced by Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto which 

included his land distribution/ providing easy loans to the farmers/ declared removal of tenants 

illegal/ water rates and agricultural tax to be paid by the landlord/ payment for the purchase of 

seed to be paid by the landlord. Some candidates also mentioned about haqq-e-Shufa which led 

the government to claim the land given to the retired army and government personnel and to give 

it to the farmers for cultivation  

Example: 
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Weaker responses could not comprehend the question and were unable to reach to the specificity 

of the question. Candidates mentioned all the reforms initiated by Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto such as 

agricultural reforms, industrial reforms, educational reforms rather than land reforms which was 

asked in the question. 

Example: 
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Question 5:  
 

Suggest any FOUR ways to improve the status of women in Pakistani society. 

 

Better responses appropriately mentioned the ways through which the status of women can be 

improved in Pakistani society such as they should be provided support from the family to move 

out for doing jobs/ they should be allowed to take education/ invest money/ women should be 

empowered to take decisions in family matters/ children’s education. 

Example: 

 

Weaker responses mentioned what a woman can do in the society rather than highlighting the 

ways to improve her status. For example, woman can do jobs as men do/ they are the leaders of 

the nation/ they are brave/ they follow rules strictly. 

Example: 
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Question 6a: 

The People’s Republic of China and Pakistan have been enjoying cordial relationship since the 

establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries in 1951. 
 

List TWO forms of support provided by China to improve the defence industry of Pakistan. 

 

Better responses clearly mentioned the support provided by China to improve the defence 

industry of Pakistan such as Heavy Rebuild Factory with the help of Chinese assistance/ started 

licence production of the state-of-the-art Chinese T-69 Main Battle Tanks/ China has provided 

Pakistan with important technical assistance for F-7 jet fighters. 

Example: 

 

Weaker responses merely talked about the general support of China in different fields rather than 

focusing on defence industry such as China helped Pakistan to develop Gwadar port so that the 

trade of our country can be increased/ China has provided job opportunities to our citizens and is 

helping us financially as well. Some candidates also mentioned about the support that China has 

provided to Pakistan during its war against India rather than writing about the support provided 

to the defence industry of Pakistan. 

Example: 
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Question 6b: 

 

China has heavily invested in the development of Gwadar port project. In what ways can the 

Gwadar port serve Chinese interests? 

 

Better responses reflected understanding of candidates in terms of Chinese interests in 

developing Gwadar port such as they highlighted that China will be able to promote trade with 

the Gulf States/ China will be able to use the shortest route to reach to Persian Gulf and would 

increase employment opportunities for its people etc. 

Example: 

 

 

Weaker responses wrote about the advantages that Pakistan can get with the development of 

Gwadar port rather than highlighting the benefits that can be reaped by China. For example, 

China is developing the infrastructure of Pakistan/ is building strong relationships between both 

the countries/ is providing trading opportunities to Pakistan. This reflected that candidates were 

mainly aware about Pakistan’s interest but not the other way round. This leaves a gap in the 

understanding of foreign relations in its entirety. 

Example: 
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Extended Response Questions (ERQs) 

This question offered a choice between part a and b. Part a was from the topic of economic 

development whereas part b was based on history. Majority of the candidates attempted option a 

and did well. 

Question 7a:  
 

In contrast to railways, airways are considered as better means of transportation.  
 

Explain FIVE reasons to support this statement. 

 

Better responses mentioned appropriate reasons to support the given statement that airways are 

faster than railways/ it is easy to transport perishable items through airways/ it saves time/ 

railways take more time to reach to a destination/ it requires infra-structure to be developed. 

Some candidates presented comparative points for both means of transportation. 

Example 1: 
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Example 2: 

 

Weaker responses simply compared both railways and airways with the road transport. It was not 

at all the demand of the question. It was evident from candidates’ responses that they did not 

comprehend the question well. Candidates mentioned that airways and railways are better than 

road transport as they will not receive any traffic jam/ road transport is cheaper than railways and 

airways/ airways and railways are safer than road transport. Some candidates compared airways 

with railways but wrote about the advantages of railways rather than the airways.   
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Example 1: 

 

Example 2: 
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Question 7b: 

i. Why is accession of Kashmir important for Pakistan? Give THREE reasons. 

  

ii. Why is Kashmir issue continuously hindering the establishment of cordial relations 

between Pakistan and India?  

 

In this question, there are two parts. One part is linked and connected to the other. In part (i), 

better responses presented interesting reasons about the importance of Kashmir for Pakistan such 

as Kashmir is strategically important for Pakistan as it is bordered by China and India/ it is a 

place of tourism/ main water head works that flows in Pakistan is in Kashmir. 

In part (ii), candidates highlighted that because of Kashmir, India and Pakistan do not form good 

relations with each other and there is always a fear of war. Candidates also mentioned that both 

India and Pakistan have declared it as a bilateral issue yet nothing substantial has been done so 

far.  

Example: 
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Weaker responses covered general aspects about Kashmir in part (i) such as British did not do 

justice to Pakistan and gave Kashmir to India/ Kashmir was a princely state/ British ruled on 

Kashmir. In part (ii), candidates wrote about Hindus’ behaviour towards Muslims that they did 

not give rights to Muslims and treated them as minorities/ Pakistan and India are separate 

nations. Thus, it seemed that candidates did not understand the question well and were unable to 

answer it accordingly.  

Example: 

 

 

  

 

 

 


