Aga Khan University Examination Board
Notes from E-Marking Centre on SSC-I1 Pakistan Studies Examination May 2018

Introduction:

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of the Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) Part 1l subject in Pakistan Studies. It contains comments on candidates’
responses to the 2018 SSC-II Examination, indicating the quality of the responses and
highlighting their relative strengths and weaknesses.

E-Marking Notes:

This includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some
specific examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note
that the descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker
responses as gathered from the e-marking session. However, the candidates’ responses shared
in this document represent some specific example(s) of the mentioned comments.

Teachers and candidates should be aware that examiners may ask questions that address the
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that require candidates to respond by
integrating knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed during the
course of study. Candidates are advised to read and comprehend each question carefully
before writing the response to fulfil the demand of the question.

Candidates need to be aware that the marks allocated to the questions are related to the
answer space provided on the examination paper as a guide to the length of the required
response. A longer response will not in itself lead to higher marks. Candidates need to be
familiar with the command words in the SLOs which contain terms commonly used in
examination questions. However, candidates should also be aware that not all questions will
start with or contain one of the command words. Words such as ‘how’, ‘why’ or ‘what’ may
also be used.

General Comments:

The paper of Pakistan Studies at this level comprises of several components. This year
candidates did fairly well the questions which required more of a general approach. Whereas,
it was generally felt that the students lack basic historical and cultural knowledge necessary
to answer various questions. Most candidates performed poorly in questions dealing with
geography and foreign policy part. However some candidates produced good responses to
questions from these sections well. It seemed that the candidates were not well prepared to
answer questions from these topics. It was also observed that candidates do not spend time in
reading questions which lead to poor answers as in most cases candidates prepared a general
response which they wrote without realizing the demand of the question.

Note: Candidates’ responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for
grammar, spelling, format or factual information.
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Detailed Comments:

Constructed Response Questions (CRQs)

Question 1:

Aliya lives in a suburban area of the country which is famous for various handmade objects. She
decided to open a home unit with the help of the Micro Finance Bank. Her employees were
mainly females of that area who are skilled in the art of handmade objects. Aliya’s aim is to sell
these artifacts nationally and internationally.

What FOUR benefits can be reaped by Aliya and the families living in that area through this
unit?

Better responses were the ones where the candidates were able to comprehend the given situation
and answered in light of the context given. Candidates were able to understand the benefits that
can be reaped by the village and the owner of the small scale industries. This included the increase
in the employment opportunities, increase in the standard of living, increased usage of the local raw
material, meeting the demand of local markets, increase in earning, reduce rural-urban migration,
initiate empowerment of women in the area which would reduce gender discrimination in the area,
help in countering poverty in the region etc.
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Weaker responses reflected lack of understanding of the candidates in terms of the benefits of small
scale industries on a smaller scale and on a larger scale. Some of the responses mentioned increased
in foreign exchange reserve, increased infrastructure development in the area. Some of the
candidates were not able to comprehend the given situation at all and mentioned that how can they
increase their business which was not at all required in the question.
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Question 2:

Today, Pakistan is the most urbanised nation in South Asia with the urban dwellers accounting
for about 37 percent of the country’s total population. The country's urban population multiplied
more than tenfold between, 1950 and 2012. Compared to this, the total population increased over
fivefold.

The given description highlights major problem faced by Pakistan. Discuss any TWO reasons
that are contributing towards the given problem.

This question had two layered embedded in it. The first was to identify the problem that has been
highlighted through the given statistic and then was to discuss the reasons behind the given
problem.

Better responses highlighted that the candidates were able to identify the given problem reflected
through the statistics given which was urbanization and then, discussed the causes associated with
it. The responses mainly included the problem of hidden unemployment in the rural areas, better
opportunities in terms of education, employment and health in the urban centres, loss of fertility
due to recurring floods and the problem of water logging and salinity, etc.
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Weaker responses were of two types. First where the candidates were able to identify the problem
but instead of writing the causes, mentioned its effects such as increase in crime rate, increased
burden on land resources etc. Second type was the ones who have identified the problem
incorrectly i.e., over-population and mentioned the causes such as want of a son, need of more
earning hands etc. Some of the candidates mentioned the problems as a result of over-population;
such as, lack of employment, burden on available resources etc. which was not the demand of the
question.
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Question 3:

Elaborate on the role of Muhammad Ali Jinnah as the leader of All India Muslim League from
1940 to 1947.

Better responses were those which had mentioned the contribution of Muhammad Ali Jinnah
within the time period given that is 1940-1947. The candidates mentioned the negotiations
conducted by him with the Congress and British leaders. His dynamic leadership led to the winning
of 1945-1946 general elections, his stance on the demand of Pakistan which was non- failing
throughout different proposals put forward by the British etc.
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Weaker responses generally mentioned Muhammad Ali Jinnah as the advocate of Hindu-Muslim
unity and that he was responsible in unifying the Muslim League etc. This seemed that candidates
had overlooked the time period specifically mentioned in the question. Moreover, the candidates

instead of writing his role as a leader of Muslim League generalised the answer that he was
intelligent and tried to establish the young Pakistan etc.

Page 6 of 19



Example:

udetmtmad 40 Tipoond voat o ""m&_,'lnﬂ,d.'d.uuﬂinh _deucloed dediaped oo bk
k—r’nc{I Lumble (s tuey Eg pueey o vemy G_Tnﬂr.{‘lﬂf"iia ﬂr-b'fj. HereHe J‘dnq?mf_
-#.:sdaj'g Qeratotion bomie of fuis wok fhabbedid date in 19958 . Heral
ore g Homerdoras @bl dedis Wusiien oo e Ond rl_%ug_\y_l-__ﬁfﬁa.h;bﬁm hiel
hisdeath. #¢ roplesented OFL fhe Mufind ot e Stiated o Hhg whele

LU -wontoent Qnd of fatk s wmttee fight by fbes Falisian s
W He pleed ir (99U obe 1# rafe tobeceolos's -

Question 4:

The given data shows the comparison of economic growth during 1950s-1960s in the agriculture
sector of Pakistan.

Regional Growth Rates
(Percent per annum)

East Pakistan 1950°s 1960’s
Overall 1.9 4.0
Agriculture 1.9 2.7
Non-agriculture 2.9 5.0
West Pakistan

Overall 3.1 6.7
Agriculture 1.4 5.0
Non-agriculture 5.0 7.9

With reference to the given table, mention any FOUR agrarian strategies that had been
introduced by General Ayub Khan to promote economic growth of the country.

Better responses were those which correctly mentioned the agrarian strategies introduced by
General Ayub Khan which included his land reforms, easy loans for the farmers, building of dams
and link canals, initiation of mechanization, use of chemical fertilisers and high yielding varieties
of seeds, set up of agricultural development bank etc.
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Example 2:

Weaker responses could not comprehend the question and were unable to reach to the specificity of
the question which was agrarian reforms of Ayub Khan. Candidates mentioned all the other
reforms of Ayub Khan such as setting up of industries, introducing family laws etc.
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Question 5:

Mention any TWO significant roles played by media in promoting culture.

Better responses were those in which the candidates appropriately mentioned the role which is
initiating awareness, advocating tolerance, upholding all the cultural elements, formation of
opinion, informs one about the details of different cultures around them etc.
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Weaker responses instead of highlighting the role of the media, mentioned the role of different
elements of the media. For instance, drama serials, plays and music but, they were not able to link
it with the question, thus; they were not able to gain meaningful marks.
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Question 6:

State any TWO steps that the government has taken to promote Sindhi language in Pakistan.

Better responses clearly mentioned the steps taken by the government for the promotion of Sindhi
language in Pakistan that mainly included making it a compulsory language to be taught in the
schools, setting up of organisations like Sindhi Literary Board and Bazm-e-Talib-ul-Maula.
Similarly, they mentioned that Pakistan television and Radio Pakistan introduced programmes
based on promoting Sindhi language and culture, setting up of Sindhiology department has been
established at Sindh University Jamshoro, setting up of Sarmast Academy and the development of
Sindhi dictionary etc.

Example 1:

Example 2:
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There were few weaker responses which merely described the history of Sindhi language and
talked about the promotion of Urdu language instead of Sindhi.
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Question 7:

“China always regards Pakistan as a priority in its neighbourhood diplomacy and China’s
development should first and foremost benefit its good neighbours, especially Pakistan™.

(Kong Xuanyou)

In light of the given statement, describe any FIVE important aspects of Pak-China relationship in

the current situation.

Better responses reflected understanding of candidates in terms of relationship with China not in
the historical perspective but that of the current situation with Pakistan. The candidates highlighted
the investment of China in terms of infrastructure development, provision of the interest free loans,
co-operation in the manufacturing of arms and ammunition, development of Gawadar Port etc.
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Weaker responses were the ones where the candidates instead of highlighting the current situation
mentioned the past events where we were friends or when there was no support by China. This
reflected that the candidates were not aware of the current situation and have rote learned the points
on relationship rather than drawing connections from past and bringing it to present. Some of the
responses talked about the effects of the relationship with China rather than mentioning the current
status of relationship.
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Extended Response Questions (ERQS)

This question offered a choice between part a and b. Part a was based on history whereas part b
was from the topic of economic development. Majority of the candidates attempted option a and
did well.

Question 8a:

Following the independence in 1947, Pakistan took nine years to draft its first Constitution.

Explain any THREE reasons that delayed the process of constitution making in the initial years
of Pakistan.

Better responses mentioned how the power struggle between political heads, issue of representation
(East Pakistan wanted representation on the basis of population), language issue (East Pakistan
wanted Bengali to be the national language of Pakistan), East Pakistan wanted complete provincial
autonomy, dissolution of the first Constituent Assembly of Pakistan by governor general Ghulam
Mohammed (he was not ready to be the nominal head of the state), lack of capable political leaders
(Death of Jinnah and Liaquat Ali Khan) etc., led to the delay in the constitutional process.
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Weaker responses simply highlighted the initial problems of Pakistan in terms of the unfairness of
the boundary commission. Some of the candidates simply mentioned the initial problems such as
refugee problem and unfair distribution of finances which were not the correct cause, the

constituent assembly was already formed and its function was completely different from that of the
other institutions.
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Question 8b:
Study the given problem.

Urban labour force is more diversified in terms of skill, education, union membership and
coverage by the minimum wage legislation as compared to the labour force in the rural areas.

Unlike urban areas, the employment association in the rural areas is informal in nature, thus,
the employment opportunities are scarce in rural areas.

The given description mentions some problems that cause economic disparity in Pakistan.
Suggest and justify THREE viable solutions, to overcome the given problems.

This question was well-attempted by the candidates.

Better responses gave interesting suggestions such as, setting up of cottage industries, provision of
basic facilities, women employment/ empowerment, provision of education etc. Moreover, the
candidates were able to link their suggestions with the overcome of the disparity in Pakistan. The
justification varied from candidate to candidate. Some linked the equal distribution of resources
with that of creation of employment opportunities etc.

Example:

Jo ovencorrme fe ecorpwnic Caﬁ%cm—-uﬂba‘ ¥
—3 @ovmmmem‘f showlcf !Eluvﬂc,k efFﬂCP;vE cehrermen onel
g hotdef forias r::m'_phm:cfm? Free educa Bon oprnol mecf-caf
Aacl Flfen as Loedl crreate suooaeneas oM ?mf?c:rféﬁmi,e- aFf
echiice o o
—* @ﬂvmwmhi" -gdft.aufoﬁ ﬂm&, Sraaatld— ceote ok

i tea b ?ﬂv:cf'h ntveat-—free locnms cmno!
5 ormesod EUﬁSDTf ﬁzw - W&&% 2Pt bne effce e fio
Lg{.ﬁém? Uﬂezmﬂ-"&s»fmcmfmﬂéfdm; .
> Faﬁia_icm_sftﬂufcféeaéof'w fﬁfﬁmwo"& yrove {ommcls
[ foarrmerns for ax:?nmf&ma aed spfve uﬂfmﬁ’m.fmfrnf eI
~> Ao Irmpaoye. .:'.'Amﬂspofr‘f égg&w fi:;—r’-fmz}( {L&Y‘JSJ.OGT t of
;gruacﬂ,smgf ACLEAS f,u swove Sehools - qfcé-&hm'ﬁﬂ
-—} Promele Lelecormmirica fions {Qrgﬂ_g_#mfif-— famwsr? wd‘r

Page 18 of 19



Weaker responses covered the problems that resulted in the disparity rather than the suggestions to
overcome the problem. Some of the candidates though were able to mention the solution but were
not able to link it or justify it with how it can lead to overcome disparity in Pakistan. Moreover, the
question was specific towards economic disparity whereas responses were mainly targeted towards
social disparity.
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