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Aga Khan University Examination Board 

Notes from E-Marking Centre on SSC Part II Pakistan Studies Examination May 2015 

 

Introduction 

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of the SSC Part II (Class 

X) subject in Pakistan Studies. It contains comments on candidates’ responses to the 2015 

Secondary School Certificate (SSC-II) Examination, indicating the quality of the responses 

and highlighting their relative strengths and weaknesses. 

E-Marking Notes 

This includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some 

specific examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note 

that the descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker 

responses as gathered from the e-marking session. However, the candidates’ responses shared 

in this document represent some specific example(s) of the mentioned comments. 

Teachers and candidates should be aware that examiners may ask questions that address the 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that require candidates to respond by 

integrating knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed during the 

course of study. Candidates are advised to read and comprehend each question carefully 

before writing the response to fulfil the demand of the question. 

Candidates need to be aware that the marks allocated to the questions are related to the 

answer space provided on the examination paper as a guide to the length of the required 

response. A longer response will not in itself lead to higher marks. Candidates need to be 

familiar with the command words in the Student Learning Outcomes which contain terms 

commonly used in examination questions. However, candidates should also be aware that not 

all questions will start with or contain one of the command words. Words such as ‘how’, 

‘why’ or ‘what’ may also be used. 
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Question 1 

Economic disparity is one of the main problems that hinder national cohesion and integration. 

Describe any FOUR of the following reasons behind economic disparity in Pakistan. 

Labor market outcomes 

Taxation 

Education 

Globalization 

Gender discrimination 

Development 

Ethnic discrimination 

Inadequate mobilization and poor allocation of resources 

Some reasons of economic disparity were given to the students and they had been asked to 

explain any four of them. Better responses were the ones where students had provided 

explanation of any four hindrances listed in the question in the context of Pakistan.  

Example: 
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Weaker responses were the ones where the students were unable to understand the questions 

and tried to explain terminologies. Also it seemed that students were unable to understand the 

simple vocabulary words used in the question i.e. cohesion, disparity etc.  

Example: 
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Question 2 

Complete the table given below with respect to rural-urban migration. 

Better responses were the ones where the candidates were able to provide the push and full 

factors of migration. It was relatively an easier question and most of the students answered 

well.  

Example: 

Weak responses were the ones in which the candidates did not talk about the compelling 

factors of migration. Some of the factors mentioned were not written clearly and were fairly 

ambiguous.  

Example: 
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Question 3 

State any FOUR reasons for the failure of Gandhi-Jinnah Talks 1944? 

Better responses were the one in which students mentioned the reasons behind the failure of 

Gandhi-Jinnah Talks 1944 comparing Gandhi and Jinnah’s stance.  

Example: 

 

Weaker responses were the ones where students provided vague points and some students 

held Gandhi responsible without mentioning Jinnah’s stance. Strong sentiments of hate 

against Gandhi were reflected in student’s responses.  

Example: 
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Question 4 

Ayub Khan was the first leader who tried to bring in various reforms in Pakistan in the field 

of agriculture, industries, health and education. Evaluate any FOUR impacts of these reforms 

on Pakistan. 

Better responses were the ones in which the candidates talked about the impacts of reforms 

introduced during Ayub Khan’s era and provided solid arguments to support their answer. 

Example: 
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Weaker responses were the ones in which the candidates only mentioned the salient features 

of the reforms without analyzing the impacts of these reforms on Pakistan. It seemed that 

majority of the students were unable to figure out what they had to do in the question.    

Example: 

 

Question 5 

Explain any FOUR reasons for the significance of Urdu as the national language of Pakistan. 

Better responses were the ones in which students were focused and clearly talked about the 

importance of Urdu as the national language of Pakistan. It was relatively an easy question; 

majority of the students responded well. 

Example: 
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Weaker responses mentioned about the origin and evolution of Urdu language. The 

candidates were not focused and talked about the promotion of Urdu in the subcontinent. 

Again it seemed that many students did not understand the question.   

Example: 
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Question 6 

Describe any FIVE strengths of Pakistan’s relationship with USA. 

Better responses were the ones in which the candidates were able to discuss the strengths of 

Pakistan’s relationship with USA and provided relevant points to justify their answers.  

Example: 
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Responses which only talked about the weaknesses and held America responsible for 

everything in Pakistan were considered the poor responses.  

Example: 

 
Extended Response Questions (ERQs) 

 

Question 7a: 

This was an Extended Response Question having part a and b. 

Describe any FIVE benefits that Pakistan can reap through the development of Gawdar Port. 

This was an ERQ answered by most of the students. 

Better responses were the ones in which the candidates talked about the benefits Pakistan is 

expected to earn through the development of Gawadar port. The candidates provided relevant 

and valid points to justify their answers.    
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Example: 
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Weak responses were the ones where the candidate did not clearly talk about the expected 

benefits and provided list of irrelevant benefits. Many candidates also merged Gawdar port 

with the Karachi port and provided invalid justification to support their answer. 

Example: 
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Question 7b 

In 1998, Pakistan carried out a series of nuclear tests in Baluchistan. These tests were very 

popular within Pakistan where many people were proud of the country’s show of strength. 

However, they brought widespread international criticism and sanctions. 

Describe any FIVE sanctions imposed by other countries on Pakistan as a result of these tests. 

This was an ERQ. Very few candidates had answered this question. 

Better responses were the ones in which the candidates mentioned the sanctions imposed by 

other countries and international organisation on Pakistan as a result of nuclear tests 1998.   

Example: 
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Weak responses were the ones in which students discussed the importance of nuclear tests for 

Pakistan instead of writing about the sanctions imposed on Pakistan as a result of nuclear 

tests 1998.  

Example: 

 


