Aga Khan University Examination Board

Notes from E-Marking Centre on SSC I English Compulsory Examination May 2016

Introduction

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of SSC Part I (Class 1X)
English Compulsory. It contains comments on candidate’s responses to the 2016 Secondary
School Certificate Examination, indicating the quality of the responses and highlighting their
relative strengths and weaknesses.

E-Marking Notes

This report includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some
specific examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note
that the descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker
responses as gathered from the e-marking session. However, the candidates’ responses shared
(where deemed necessary) in this document represent some specific example(s) of the
mentioned comments.

The following is a description of the tasks and skills required for fulfillment of those tasks.

Question No Question Type Skills Assessed
1 CRQs on a reading passage Literal understanding of a reading text
(ab.c.de) Inferential understanding of a reading text
T Reasoning skills
2 rtter/ Email Writing (informal) | Ability to write an informal letter/ email to
(a.b) friends/ family
’ Ability to use accurate sentence structure,
connective devices, spellings, etc.
Ability to develop and organise information
in a familiar everyday context
3 Essay Writing Ability to develop a piece of writing with
(a.b.c) appropriate focus, organisation and purpose

Ability to narrate and describe ideas and
real/ imaginary events

Ability to use accurate sentence structure,
connective devices, spellings, etc.
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Teachers and candidates should know that examiners may ask questions that address the
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that requires candidates to respond by
integrating knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed by studying
the course.

Candidates need to know that the marks allocated to the question are related to the answer
space which is a guide to the length of the required response. A longer response will not in
itself lead to higher marks. Writing far beyond the indicated space may reduce the time
available for answering other questions.

Candidates need to be familiar with the command words in the student learning outcomes
which contain terms commonly used in examination questions. However, candidates should
also be aware that not all questions will start with or contain one of the key words. Questions
such as ‘how?’, ‘why?’ or ‘to what extent?” may also be used.

Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for
grammar, spelling, format or factual information.

Detailed Comments

Question 1

Question 1 was based on a reading passage. It had five sub-parts. Candidates were required to
understand the reading passage and accordingly answer the questions asked on various
aspects of the passage. The criteria against which marks were allotted are detailed
understanding of the contents of the passage demonstrated appropriately in the responses and
authentic interpretation and discussion of different aspects of the passage. The careful reading
of a question, or essay topic, is vital if a student is to attain high marks.

The reading passage was adapted from the story ‘Dead Men’s Path’ by Chinua Achebe.
Candidates who scored high marks tracked carefully through the text and made a range of
valid comments. The candidates who copied whole sections unselectively received only
limited reward. Those candidates who scored better marks were able to make clear inferences
and, in some cases, gave a clear overview.

Part a:

Describe the personality of Mr Obi with textual evidences.

The question was generally well-attempted. It was interesting to observe that candidates were
not hesitant in presenting their interpretation of Mr Obi’s personality. It was reassuring to
observe that candidates have tried to understand the writer’s choice of words and its purpose.
Many candidates made a good attempt to answer the question by focusing on the progression
of the story and the use of vocabulary.

Majority of the better responses presented a favourable view of Mr Obi and identified him as
brilliant/ determined/ sincere/ hardworking/ practical/ progressive/ liberal/ decisive/ firm and/
or brave person. Appropriate textual evidences were cited for each personality trait. A few
candidates presented a different perspective: they identified Mr Obi as ‘a sarcastic person’,
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‘stubborn, disrespectful, and intolerant of other people’s traditional/ religious beliefs’. Such
candidates also justified their perspective by citing textual evidences. In both cases,
occasionally, few candidates did not give specific adjectives/ phrases to cite the personality
traits but presented their ideas in descriptive form. All such responses were considered for
full marks.

Example:

¥ M. 0b was a sfRict petson as e 4™ e he s A olad volll e edoation
% dlca,‘hs\k. about the s .. 71 means he cated abwk his cwwm\\m.
e wos a pvad:\ca.l petcon becavse 1 the Jast M’r«{i\ he dwlj ¢ald
that the Ydea 9 M@&e\m\ men "WMV“M 6 jonvaste to %
wpn, §eo it means he albun’t Leliese v» such velieks. -
x\h wnt eondident becaute hg Aeu with Yhak V«ut @M\\,m&w\&s_a_ ‘”“‘4‘-4

<

owile on hig /lace (ch,\\ peo ugx»u\i don't d0). _
¥ He wnt a L\Aa.c\ voo*\t\kﬂ pexson ag \me 1 cax¥dthat he pu\' Wit whole 1#
info the wetk.

¥ e was a gho»\, man becae he dtolnt et the pﬂ&sts. wovde,
fo ﬁet eNex hig rmncl e <hod en Wag decition and bd‘g‘,‘m%j

In weaker responses of 1a, candidates mentioned their views about Mr Obi’s personality but
they were unable to present appropriate textual evidences.

While reading a comprehension text, candidates should attempt to understand how
information regarding one main character is developed through several techniques i.e. the
narrator’s comments/ thoughts and what is reflected through the character’s actions and
words.

Example:

M Q6y a0 o wice geason: We wos_wel eonnesed and
Odle SR e \ove eduecMon and et We bula ook
then he qwes eduaion ch‘zi-l&m;,_hu\_‘_hgg\)w,wﬁkxi
_oumicken o eatea  Neec c\u_&m e wog \Lu,x\\s_yg,; W
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Part b:

If you were the Principal of Ndume School, in place of Mr Obi, what changes would you
bring to the school and why?

The question aimed to assess the thinking skills and viewpoint of the candidates. As the
question asked for personal viewpoint, the answers were varied and offered freshness of
insight.

Better responses presented plausible and relevant ideas for the improvement of Ndume
School. Many candidates mentioned that they would hire better staff, give time to the co and
extracurricular activities, promote ethical and moral practices, etc. Few candidates mentioned
that as Principal of the school, they would like to establish cordial relations with nearby
villagers and would make some arrangement to reconcile the conflict between the villagers
and school administration. Such candidates further explained the importance of valuing the
past and tradition. A few other candidates endorsed Mr Obi’s decision to obstruct the entry of
the villagers in the school premises and suggested measures to ensure that this does not
happen. Some candidates also mentioned about quality assurance measures for the practices
and policies of the school.

Example:

le 1 wee  he g ficepal o Ndome Scheel
o plage (7’_ My Chi then 1ﬂ_<’,1 all _}
ocw d fike e @lecl  the  bect _JJ_QH_,_I'\_L
hewy _Km‘igc'ae;, ther teaching okille,
and ey edhical  valvec. @ Ten a{iﬁ‘\' wayds |
cewd  pake }eod velatione with  dhe r;@ghb@uuh(}

T
5
[e

o

i ople 4 o scheol heapese | wedd  gef beniyid Jvopm

em, Then | e,ovu.!(% _Lke Yo deach dhe childen e ebics

[L,ncl rdval ¢ q Oy ancelOvs  becavse H dhows oy o res.
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Candidates need to understand the demand of the question, i.e. in this case, the question
aimed to assess how successfully the candidates can expand on the details of the passage.
Some suggestions, corrective measures and/ or plausible plans would show the examiner that
the candidates have understood the passage adequately and can add/ offer some additional
information and personal viewpoint to it.

In weaker responses, most candidates did not show any attempt to think beyond what is
written in the text. Such candidates merely mentioned that they would do what Mr Obi has
done. Though such candidates were given a bit of leverage in marks, it must be
communicated that questions asking for viewpoints should not be treated this superficially.

Example:

v eer

B T weleDe, e principal of, Ndume Schiol in place o MY O > I woud
»»Lve wot aherge igajﬁnﬁ becawe ,ar Mentiored in Mo texh he -oa—utvag
U .-

1 wna n I ahool was aona  awordtnNg
Q:O}%an_ae_d,fu_mr_ and_evey Hing nn W adiool w00s govngy 3}
B hun. So, .u\’.‘._ M mdw wo~ Wq'!;(& a,;qa_t‘}r( 5€*anggL*4
cawe I stardad T education wor hiqh > he schoo physical

s

eaiance 1003 M_Z¥%¢w ard W teachews wee ahe tespontile .

S ——
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Part c:

By referring to the text, describe THREE details about the society where Mr Obi lived.

The overall impression is that in some ways, candidates found this question to be the most
demanding. The question required candidates to closely track the events and conflicts
presented in the story and infer what it tells about the society. Candidates seemed confused
about the term ‘society’ as many of them seem to think of society as a geographical entity
rather than an aggregate of behaviours and attitudes of people belonging to the same
geographical area.

In better responses, candidates focussed the focal point of the text, i.e. the superstitious
beliefs of the villagers and Mr Obi’s reaction to it. Many candidates mentioned that the
society is prone to resist change, most schools are backward and need reform, people mostly
believe in tradition and superstitions. These points were substantiated with adequate textual
details.

Example:

i) he people living 10 My bi’s socielly wete ate sopelshBions
and believe¢ in logical things, sxch asa path for dead people
is oce of thei( mis quided beliefs.
i) The pecple ale nok educaked and mo&k.p(obob\.q ate nok
literate as they believe in things a0 educaked) persan eve(|

wooldd. _— -

i) They ae detecmiceal acd) vefy possesive ove( treit hcth¥Qs,
they cqealed uptisings and piatesks wheo the path wac to'be |
closed o few yeals e —

In weaker responses of question lc, candidates failed to show understanding of the term
‘society’. Most candidates who scored less considered ‘society’ to be the physical premises of
the school/ place, hence, such candidates failed to accommodate the main idea of the question
1.e. the attitude/ belief/ behaviour of individuals and what could be inferred/ understood by it.
There were a number of examples of words and phrases that candidates could have selected
to address the essence of the question. Close tracking of textual details and the ability to read
between the lines seemed to lack in the skill-set of the low-scoring candidates.
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Example:

| Te 2ecieny whoe W obi dvedbod -
1) Boayhhd Whisaw and Mamanda bedges in billionk yellow ond
| A  mwked ﬂ*“‘t_@rgh“%_\t:ﬂi& Mool ompound
B Rigt ocon e compaurd MJm_Jﬁmiﬁdd_howbgA- R
1) Dve Godens  Come to M with $ne comirael cainard Bloblomed:

Part d:

i.  Why did Mr Obi object to the villagers who used the path?

ii.  Why was the path important to the villagers

The question was straightforward and required literal understanding of the text. Generally,
candidates scored well.

In better responses, the candidates elaborated that Mr Obi wanted to secure the newly
renovated school premises and to ensure that the District Education Officer’s visit could be
facilitated in a smooth fashion. Candidates also mentioned that Mr Obi was opposed to the
idea/ reason that village priest gave for using that path and it had an impact on his decision.
The second part of the question was also attempted correctly by majority of the candidates.
Candidates mentioned the reason why the path was important to the villagers, i.e. it
connected the village shrine to the graveyard.

Example:

M b objeced 4o he sillagps  who wied 4y
okl hecaure e pdl oar i Ao g fueomes
Q_‘\C( M_Q_QC,Q“A Ale Qmum_%b@d %Leﬂ wWas

J
Cooina_ Ao ing the  Schtl,  Me Db way  shyswe
\lak \n\:\\mﬂds will e e ol <oum {LPanL
. = a L - Sk A S ~BAA —
M i\\ud,& AJM(QXL\AP&C‘(Q‘\)} .
B pebln o ienputent g the Allagpes Locaue

\ ~th 3

& conneth Al Wage  Ahint o A< Plaeg «56,_

bawlt .
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In weaker responses, most candidates attempted one of the two parts of the question
correctly. Candidates were unable to clearly elaborate the details.

Example

M obi _obhlect to e  villages  Whe wsed the padh
becaue Jhe  villagess Wil be  We e  Cluss
boorr £éct Q Pangamh  Sikual  dusing e ingpeckion G
ME _obi _‘LO\A_ not give pexmigsion o uged Hhepah
and  dhic  path i anly Ge the  Studenks  and teachasc
aod od nan.  The  path  was  impatlandt Lo the
viMagess  because  hefe Yhwoe dogs . aold  men gl
bad fall  doun S Jhe gon  of Mr obi  had gue
e Mk ke a  old men. MK ohi oblecdt to the village

bease -kuSJa& o big 6w come dime ogo  when we
a_,Ho-d-eJ lo Close it-

Part e:
“The whole purpose of our school is to eradicate such beliefs as that.”
1. State what beliefs are referred to in the sentence?

ii. Do you agree that we should not believe in such ideas? Give reason for your answer.

The question was a good discriminator of the candidates who understood the author’s
purpose of writing this story thoroughly. A few candidates, were able to offer insightful
overview comments and supported these with relevant textual points.

Better responses reflected clear understanding that the reference is towards superstitious
beliefs that the dead and unborn children require an ancient path to pass. Candidates
mentioned their stance (agreement/ disagreement) and substantiated it with a reason. A few
candidates copied the conversation between the village priest and Mr Obi. Though the
conversation indicated correctly the beliefs of the villagers, yet, the answer should have been
reworded to clearly indicate the understanding.
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Example:

W‘evf Qe ka!km(% Ghoup He ,?gg. he\ et %al’p@rq
ed Uk g dlal hime -@uL Caid Lo\ deaJ

odiea ﬂeeﬁ G‘éob@a{i \'b mcgimm Mee r Weil

-y -

sued omen. Anceaters Vi ua \%ug \elp 22 W

A\ -

1 we  Shoud _.'Y\(ﬂ:_-hg\\'_eu;‘ﬂ (MQQ&M:

PN e \nowe ok Ceex. ngfhe alid
ad  ma 210e U ing g d«be\' i@c\c“;} b O(Gn €r aer
Mml:pmmmnot blapme hrque. .

—

—~

In weaker responses, the candidates misunderstood the beliefs that are being referred to in the
passage. Such candidates did not refer to the superstitions. Instead, they stated that the path
was useful for travelling purpose/ it was a short cut/ it was a path for children/ a passageway
and a shortcut for villagers. The responses indicated a literal understanding and the lack of
ability to read between the lines. A few candidates copied irrelevant text from the passage.

Example

| \b;}L e Aok e \;&‘\k S yev o
DT boif e X ey ke o
._ASL&;_\&M&M_&&_)‘WA\%MS&_

é\a)d»o K \aa W\MO\AMVUA \N;‘J\L*e:gﬁﬂ-_
|emdiher £ wank *o veuwauber
iMﬂL\x)cm (YW Q\kck \dca.o. kM
0\d Momyneviey  one.  Cove K _;):-&g )%;Qou_-xg@x‘
M ‘QCO_\;&_Q( & AN u&%iq‘('\m@ak %

_Covvw«% C})c:x\evqcom .
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Question 2 (a, b)

Question 2 had two parts. Candidates had to write an informal letter/ email on either of the
given situations. A key issue here was for candidates to establish the purpose of the letter in
the opening sentence to make clear exactly why their letter was important and deserved to be
read. Moreover, a letter will help to persuade its recipient more readily if it is written
accurately and clearly. A well planned letter should consist of a brief introduction, followed
by two to four paragraphs, each pursuing a viewpoint or opinion.

Part a:

It has been observed that for average Pakistanis, wedding ceremonies demand a lot of
unnecessary expenditure.

Write an email to your cousin who is about to get married. Express your views
regarding how the ceremony can be organised so as to manage the expenses
appropriately.

In better responses for Question 2a, the candidates

elaborated on the kinds of expenses expected in the wedding ceremony. Useful
suggestions were given to curb expenditure on the occasion with advice to save money for
future/ importance of simplicity/ having a smaller and less extravagant ceremony.

used informal register/ conversational style. However, sentence structure and other
grammatical aspects were accurate.

mentioned format of an email (To/ From/ Date/ Subject/ Greeting/ Body/ Complimentary
Close)

used accurate spelling and punctuation.
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Example:

/o abc@ holma/-com

Crom . xy2 @ qroail - com
M /2016
Subject: Yous Peddinds Qumisalion
7 tope youse all funt, il has been ages since I have
puaid from you, secenlly, gal B mews of you
edding . @ngrats! man, thal is e same gidl you were

telling me aboul?, yeah,  semember ber, bul mind
youl. don'l ge oves axated and yoend Loo much.

o ot sy Fat e s afens s i o
4&]‘ MW@M ,bul anly.en e Hings
hich you Lhink ate imporlanl, and you are also

701&/ Zobe saided y up _é%/zazaﬁama[a_bh the

" and "doodh piles”. _spend wisedu. o
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landty0u_KnoLo- whdl-mi 700X CO0T e 2VIL K v— |
k@ﬂnﬁﬂm&}mem.Mm

shopping bul ¥ iyzaéim@g&mklmliﬁ/alzma: and.
)/L(auzix, T uxdd IMM‘ , a3’ G o
WMM,%MQMJS_M,_QOILLGH_W -
MMOMOMM.@Q,JQ yous matied .

ey, Hings simple bul dont comprorise B
umember that . S soon ome ond hedp jou In the.
panagent, 2ill Tt youre cbons- -
Toke (us e, and do amember hy s, My #llaly

bless_yau, Aimembes mep in youd duda,myagaid
s unile ond Bunt. (ongials, Once agein- .

Youss tudy, .
xyz
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In weaker responses for Questions 2a, the candidates

e wrote incorrect sentence structure with serious and persistent grammatical errors.
Unfortunately a number of candidates let themselves down with inaccurate expression:
weak spelling, (‘wadding’ for ‘wedding’, ‘frand’ for friend’ for example was all too
common — inexcusable, when the word formed part of the question), clumsy phrasing,

inaccurate or missing punctuation. The importance of paragraphing was ignored.

¢ misunderstood the question/ stimuli and wrote irrelevant details; for example: a few
responses elaborated how wedding should be organised but did not suggest how expenses

could be curbed. Few candidates mentioned irrelevant situations/ details.
¢ used an incorrect or incomplete format of informal letters.
e used clichés, slangs or internet language.

Example:

|EXemination Hell,

| City A.B.C

12 - Mo J-2odk. -
‘)go\x f’ﬁgn‘],

Asgaleameo- AlaiKum,

, Thote  YJou ege  fine but
em  2lso  he fine. § Teeeved fJou¥ letiex
| Jestex @day, The commenting  on  te the
thing that he of She is doihy that
wo B8] Jou. becavtge thees things eve uUnWise
o8 dengesous and  SH3Sest  Something to
Safey ‘Um't Jon _end  JoU¥ f_&@_\& Can do
te Jethes jnstead. he Commenting of t=
f¥iend  thins that  he s doinS  te o XYyt
Poy wmy Salem to all ot heme.

Vous’s feiend.
X . Y.z
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Part b:

Write a letter to your friend commenting on the things that he or she is doing that worry
you. Explain why those things are unwise or dangerous and suggest something safer that
you and your friend can do together instead.

In better responses for Question 2b, the candidates

discussed one, or in some cases, two problems in detail by highlighting pros and cons of
the mentioned habit/ occurrence in the friends life. While students were at liberty to
propose any type of issue/ problems, most of them chose to write about the common
academic/ social issues.

used appropriate language, including adjectives to describe the difficulties and problems.
Modal verbs were used for giving suggestions.

displayed correct use of sentence structure, tenses and subject-verb agreement. The
expression was neither hackneyed nor dull.

used accurate spelling and punctuation.

used appropriate connective and transition devices to create cohesion in the text.
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Example:

€ xaminabian hall,
ARC Road) - o ~ .

Ook DY mcu}.)_cnh- _ L

Deat jriend,

I hope oy leler finds you in a well skake. We ace all fjce too.
Thackyol hoc the wondedol books you sugqested o ore .
T \oved therd  al): How) ic yool mothel feeling 7 T hape she
_ls_\m_\,_bgmu__—_
In you( lask lette(, you b\e\_m_nbﬂslh_hsnﬂ_(__
fesulk- I am aok m\n%m_m&mepmg}gt\_,hg_LL_
am_nok Wummwﬁ_
your class: Tn the span o} the lask fewd mookhs L yout qrodes
ate_qeing down ,a0d o is yook health . T have head ok
you_afe. cocently nok shudyiog mueh ac gov Led Indo. And)
you_have albo dhacked to haoy oot with c few) peaple wha
don'k patticulady have o pleasiog (epotation: And T was,
A _petson is defined by the peogles he chooses
ac his {ieads. Spendiog Yool e with thave peaple. ie.
_doiegy you 00 good: To fack, ik s changing yoo, i0 o ceally
bad wai - You do koow, MABW@Q@L
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mosk dangelous spotte:- Tt is thealining to ke and it isaso
(ining yoor itmage. you watked) o hatd Yo Thick abook it
Ak yourseth i ik al) is wodh the connllesg nights. you staved
wp. shodiying of the eslieme ha(d wolk you Aid ot yool
giades) T cate fo( you and this iswhy T am sayiog this,
ctop indulging in these eack o}, activities and end youc {gend ship.
with those people - Gecante it is nok wadth ik Ths nckady
Auifhiog you away lom yoor bight tolute , hot albe oo wh
you feadly ace.
Thete is no need to cay aver the sl milk: You
need to clean vp the mgou_q;n.\:ed - koow you love
compute(s. So we bath can eaioll i0 any weh - desiqaing
helpfol thinge like difje(ent languages - we can also voluokee ]
fol communily service ke we did last year: Tee afea
million things we can do, uhicth e much belter and sale( |
thao whak (ou'te doing gt o
) T hope you will take ald mug_&.mp,;shn_f\& woto |
coosideiakion and think abouk whal T caid. T am locking
Joma@ ko yoot feply. Wwrite back coon andd KU thea toke.
cafe - Good bye - S

Yoors oy R N —
_X'_Y;Z' e I . [ .

In weaker responses for Question 2b, the candidates

e described a problem in detail and requested the friend to stay away from it. However, the
expression was plain and the text reflected lack of planning.

e reflected serious and persistent grammatical errors in their essay.

e wrote incorrect spellings, e.g. ‘frand’ for friend’ for example, clumsy phrasing and/ or
inaccurate/ missing punctuation.
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Example:
= =
Exanama\on \\A\\) )
Kasac\h,

Deax 'Cf!ehl .

T \Lepe \:(Jo\ ol il fousnd ey Jettey Tu  healttc
q,w&_#‘los?oc\dn.'l hope %oLw"\\\ $ie awed 7 o
also emg L\d)e_tn-Cte wil e <o Mu('/l«’/wdﬂ} dl_}y; lave
withouk,  we M ege wot e A N

cachctien_amd L5 s meum ad
! Al

71&77_&_% weie  wovdied fox

T You  wiill uom‘w‘ for we so you Wil becone oeak
o\ 'dek_rl! And  these ﬂ«qu OXe  wawite .
'\ waakes people wek o poweyless. T Yo

ed fr we o g will call oy contack
to we. which  can  4rristed Wux worged #w[
walhe ;m,L weedt  ad /aa.mrje—a’

L Lepe W“&__MAS@A. -_»ﬁj_adv;ce_ NIV
teddve \\}M‘ Pmblm M,o‘ b }ov\ 40"\"& M‘LQY(LO'W\ Se

lontack fecald of E-wadl to e

You'( f;wcd?! )

A-b-C. —

.

Page 17 of 30



Question 3(a,b.c)

The candidates were directed to write an essay on any of the three choices given. The vast
majority of candidates chose to attempt parts ‘a’ and ‘b’, whereas, part ‘c’ was chosen by
fewer candidates.

Part a:

“Anything is better than lies and deceit!” stressed Leo Tolstoy. Despite knowing the
consequences of telling a lie, sometimes people use it as a shield to safeguard
themselves from possible complications.

Write a narrative account based on a situation when someone spoke a small lie that got
bigger with time. You should include the following points in your story.

e  What was the lie and why it was spoken.
¢ How the situation got worse with time.
¢ How the matter was resolved.

Most of the candidates attempted this question well. In better responses for Question 3a, the
candidates

e showed a clear understanding of the stimuli by using real and imaginary information.
Candidates described a situation where they lied to get away/ save themselves from some
unpleasant fact and later on due to guilt/ fear/ unavoidable circumstances they were
exposed. Interesting situations were presented by most of the candidates. A few of the
candidates who scored good marks presented interesting opening paragraphs which kept
the examiner’s attention rapt on the narrative. Some candidates started their story with
- aconversation,

- afew others wrote some interesting quotation/ proverb,
- occasionally a candidate used some interesting ‘hook’ line that had shock value

e used creative plot structures i.e. the use of flashback and flash-forward techniques made
the stories interesting to read.

¢ used relevant vocabulary, connectors and cohesive devices.

e displayed correct use of tenses and subject-verb agreement and tenses, except for
occasional slips.

e used correct spelling and punctuation.
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Example:

ek e gut this shiaight, Thale mondays, and T hake motnings:- joio e

tooethe, and ik kecomes the thing T dieed the coosk : a monday molning -
_And_nddﬂq_ qu&_do.\}bm_u:‘n.nhc u\\_q\ebo;k&}_h.ur\ oo |
locked &m,_xmm_m_\hnb(m«d_kq_,sumodsd bg_o._dczeL
hooks: Sonads coojuciog ). MkA:\:_me_bqin_bmm the um,)_s\mL
vesyy unp\msﬁoh_gmhm;dm_msgmhmx\q buoging e

the biggest mistake ooy \ike = T lied).
_ X tdd my mom thak T passed with {ying ecloues and to
sy thak _dhe was happy o hear this, would be e qreatest
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nmiﬂmm{'_&ﬁ_mﬂ&d_&uMd ke a e kol anal

pulled me in joc an almoct soffocaling hog. Thaoleholly,She
J_QMMMM_@\MQ_MJQ&WM
MM@M.&L&M&M&M it opon seeing howy
happy he wa. Leaving hes to celebiake my lithle (fake) victoy, T
went_i0 {of a chone (- When I came down fpc breakiast , the sgl\lg
{ronk of me almosk made me faiok: Al oy celabives, aeighboues.
acd friends were staoding in the loume s qenniog fom eat loead.
So,the rewX oh me passing somethiog o the Fik olfecopt had
spiead like wild fire - Eveqyoce kept qiving we qifts aod
conhoued to camaqulake me as T ﬁnmmm‘n.}
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In weak responses for Question 3a, the candidates

¢ showed correct understanding of the prompt; however, expression and language were not
up to the mark.

e used clichés, slangs or internet language.

e presented random ideas with no connective devices; the story lacked organisation/
planning.

e paragraphing was ignored and so were the connectives/ transition devices.

e displayed serious and persistent grammatical errors.
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Question 3b

It was a cold night. You found a homeless person on your doorstep. Without a second
thought, you invited him into your home to eat and sleep. However, you eventually
regretted your decision.

Write a narrative story based on this situation and include the following points.

e How you felt when you noticed him outside your house.
*  Why you regretted your decision.
e  What cautions you would take next time while helping someone.

Most candidates recognised the fact that they had been given a topic which provides room for
creativity and that they were at liberty to have some fun and engage their audience through

both the details included and the style of their writing.

In better responses for Question 3b, the candidates

¢ mentioned a vivid description of a character with specific details (mostly in a particular
sequence: physical description, manner of speaking, attire etc.). They were able to sustain
accuracy, whilst employing a variety of sentence forms and vocabulary to good effect. It
was indeed reassuring to observe that a few candidates tried to involve the thoughts of
their character (the person they invited was conniving to trick the author all along). This

attention to detail made the write-up delightful.

e used appropriate adjectives and adverbs to describe the sights, sounds and feelings. Most
candidates explained a shocking revelation at the end about why they regretted their

decision.
e displayed considerable accuracy in the use of tenses and subject-verb agreement.
e used appropriate vocabulary and correct spellings.

¢ inserted punctuation marks where needed.
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In weaker responses for Question 3b, the candidates

e showed a limited skills of description and lack of planning and ideas. A number of
candidates switched from one idea to the next with little sense of cohesion/ logic. This
made their writing increasingly muddled. A few candidates paid less attention and hence
were able to address partially the requirement of the prompt.

¢ displayed inaccurate sentence structure with serious and persistent errors.
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e displayed wrong spellings and lack of punctuation and paragraphing. The expression was
incoherent and/ or inaccurate.

Example:
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Question 3¢

Various schools organise awareness seminars and activities to prepare students to face
various natural calamities.

Describe an occasion when an institute conducted various disaster education activities, and
soon after, an earthquake struck the region. Many people were trapped in their houses and
the rescue was carried out by the students. You should include the following points in your
description.

e  Description of the earthquake affected region
e  Ways in which the rescue took place
e  Feelings of students after saving others’ lives

In better responses for Question 3c the candidates

e began with the description of a day when they experienced an earthquake. Many
candidates paid attention to details while describing their feeling and the actions they took
to save themselves and others.

e wrote rich descriptions and expressive words to describe feelings. A chronological
account of how the rescue took place was narrated as well.

e used appropriate sentence structure, tenses and accurate subject-verb agreement.

e used appropriate vocabulary to describe the day and the feelings.
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In weaker responses for Question 3c the candidates

e failed to address the requirement of the prompt: they mentioned about a day when they
experienced earthquake and dulled on it for far too long.

e displayed serious errors of grammar, i.e. tenses were incorrectly used, many words were
misspelled, etc. The issue of technical accuracy is vital for writing and, unfortunately, it
was not uncommon to see scripts littered with technical errors (many of which were very

basic - for example, their/there, too/to, where/were, etc.).
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