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Aga Khan University Examination Board 

Notes from E-Marking Centre on SSC I English Compulsory Examination May 2016 

Introduction 

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of SSC Part I (Class IX) 

English Compulsory. It contains comments on candidate’s responses to the 2016 Secondary 

School Certificate Examination, indicating the quality of the responses and highlighting their 

relative strengths and weaknesses. 

E-Marking Notes 

This report includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some 

specific examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note 

that the descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker 

responses as gathered from the e-marking session. However, the candidates’ responses shared 

(where deemed necessary) in this document represent some specific example(s) of the 

mentioned comments. 

The following is a description of the tasks and skills required for fulfillment of those tasks. 

Question No Question Type Skills Assessed 

1 

(a,b,c,d,e) 

CRQs on a reading passage  Literal understanding of a reading text 

 Inferential understanding of a reading text 

 Reasoning skills 

2 

(a,b) 

Letter/ Email Writing (informal)  Ability to write an informal letter/ email to 

friends/ family 

 Ability to use accurate sentence structure, 

connective devices, spellings, etc. 

 Ability to develop and organise information 

in a familiar everyday context 

3 

(a,b,c) 

Essay Writing  Ability to develop a piece of writing with 

appropriate focus, organisation and purpose 

 Ability to narrate and describe ideas and 

real/ imaginary events 

 Ability to use accurate sentence structure, 

connective devices, spellings, etc. 
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Teachers and candidates should know that examiners may ask questions that address the 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that requires candidates to respond by 

integrating knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed by studying 

the course. 

Candidates need to know that the marks allocated to the question are related to the answer 

space which is a guide to the length of the required response. A longer response will not in 

itself lead to higher marks. Writing far beyond the indicated space may reduce the time 

available for answering other questions. 

Candidates need to be familiar with the command words in the student learning outcomes 

which contain terms commonly used in examination questions. However, candidates should 

also be aware that not all questions will start with or contain one of the key words. Questions 

such as ‘how?’, ‘why?’ or ‘to what extent?’ may also be used.  

Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for       

grammar, spelling, format or factual information. 

Detailed Comments 

Question 1 

Question 1 was based on a reading passage. It had five sub-parts. Candidates were required to 

understand the reading passage and accordingly answer the questions asked on various 

aspects of the passage. The criteria against which marks were allotted are detailed 

understanding of the contents of the passage demonstrated appropriately in the responses and 

authentic interpretation and discussion of different aspects of the passage. The careful reading 

of a question, or essay topic, is vital if a student is to attain high marks.  

The reading passage was adapted from the story ‘Dead Men’s Path’ by Chinua Achebe. 

Candidates who scored high marks tracked carefully through the text and made a range of 

valid comments. The candidates who copied whole sections unselectively received only 

limited reward. Those candidates who scored better marks were able to make clear inferences 

and, in some cases, gave a clear overview. 

Part a: 

Describe the personality of Mr Obi with textual evidences. 

The question was generally well-attempted. It was interesting to observe that candidates were 

not hesitant in presenting their interpretation of Mr Obi’s personality. It was reassuring to 

observe that candidates have tried to understand the writer’s choice of words and its purpose. 

Many candidates made a good attempt to answer the question by focusing on the progression 

of the story and the use of vocabulary. 

Majority of the better responses presented a favourable view of Mr Obi and identified him as 

brilliant/ determined/ sincere/ hardworking/ practical/ progressive/ liberal/ decisive/ firm and/ 

or brave person. Appropriate textual evidences were cited for each personality trait. A few 

candidates presented a different perspective: they identified Mr Obi as ‘a sarcastic person’, 
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‘stubborn, disrespectful, and intolerant of other people’s traditional/ religious beliefs’. Such 

candidates also justified their perspective by citing textual evidences. In both cases, 

occasionally, few candidates did not give specific adjectives/ phrases to cite the personality 

traits but presented their ideas in descriptive form. All such responses were considered for 

full marks. 

Example: 

 

In weaker responses of 1a, candidates mentioned their views about Mr Obi’s personality but 

they were unable to present appropriate textual evidences. 

While reading a comprehension text, candidates should attempt to understand how 

information regarding one main character is developed through several techniques i.e. the 

narrator’s comments/ thoughts and what is reflected through the character’s actions and 

words.  

Example: 
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Part b:  

If you were the Principal of Ndume School, in place of Mr Obi, what changes would you 

bring to the school and why? 

The question aimed to assess the thinking skills and viewpoint of the candidates. As the 

question asked for personal viewpoint, the answers were varied and offered freshness of 

insight. 

Better responses presented plausible and relevant ideas for the improvement of Ndume 

School. Many candidates mentioned that they would hire better staff, give time to the co and 

extracurricular activities, promote ethical and moral practices, etc. Few candidates mentioned 

that as Principal of the school, they would like to establish cordial relations with nearby 

villagers and would make some arrangement to reconcile the conflict between the villagers 

and school administration. Such candidates further explained the importance of valuing the 

past and tradition. A few other candidates endorsed Mr Obi’s decision to obstruct the entry of 

the villagers in the school premises and suggested measures to ensure that this does not 

happen. Some candidates also mentioned about quality assurance measures for the practices 

and policies of the school.  

Example: 
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Candidates need to understand the demand of the question, i.e. in this case, the question 

aimed to assess how successfully the candidates can expand on the details of the passage. 

Some suggestions, corrective measures and/ or plausible plans would show the examiner that 

the candidates have understood the passage adequately and can add/ offer some additional 

information and personal viewpoint to it. 

In weaker responses, most candidates did not show any attempt to think beyond what is 

written in the text. Such candidates merely mentioned that they would do what Mr Obi has 

done. Though such candidates were given a bit of leverage in marks, it must be 

communicated that questions asking for viewpoints should not be treated this superficially.  

Example: 
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Part c:  

By referring to the text, describe THREE details about the society where Mr Obi lived. 

The overall impression is that in some ways, candidates found this question to be the most 

demanding. The question required candidates to closely track the events and conflicts 

presented in the story and infer what it tells about the society. Candidates seemed confused 

about the term ‘society’ as many of them seem to think of society as a geographical entity 

rather than an aggregate of behaviours and attitudes of people belonging to the same 

geographical area. 

In better responses, candidates focussed the focal point of the text, i.e. the superstitious 

beliefs of the villagers and Mr Obi’s reaction to it. Many candidates mentioned that the 

society is prone to resist change, most schools are backward and need reform, people mostly 

believe in tradition and superstitions. These points were substantiated with adequate textual 

details.  

Example: 

 

In weaker responses of question 1c, candidates failed to show understanding of the term 

‘society’. Most candidates who scored less considered ‘society’ to be the physical premises of 

the school/ place, hence, such candidates failed to accommodate the main idea of the question 

i.e. the attitude/ belief/ behaviour of individuals and what could be inferred/ understood by it. 

There were a number of examples of words and phrases that candidates could have selected 

to address the essence of the question. Close tracking of textual details and the ability to read 

between the lines seemed to lack in the skill-set of the low-scoring candidates.  
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Example: 

  

Part d: 

i. Why did Mr Obi object to the villagers who used the path? 

ii. Why was the path important to the villagers 

The question was straightforward and required literal understanding of the text. Generally, 

candidates scored well. 

In better responses, the candidates elaborated that Mr Obi wanted to secure the newly 

renovated school premises and to ensure that the District Education Officer’s visit could be 

facilitated in a smooth fashion. Candidates also mentioned that Mr Obi was opposed to the 

idea/ reason that village priest gave for using that path and it had an impact on his decision. 

The second part of the question was also attempted correctly by majority of the candidates. 

Candidates mentioned the reason why the path was important to the villagers, i.e. it 

connected the village shrine to the graveyard. 

Example: 
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In weaker responses, most candidates attempted one of the two parts of the question 

correctly. Candidates were unable to clearly elaborate the details. 

Example 

 

Part e: 

“The whole purpose of our school is to eradicate such beliefs as that.”  

i. State what beliefs are referred to in the sentence?  

ii. Do you agree that we should not believe in such ideas? Give reason for your answer. 

The question was a good discriminator of the candidates who understood the author’s 

purpose of writing this story thoroughly. A few candidates, were able to offer insightful 

overview comments and supported these with relevant textual points.  

Better responses reflected clear understanding that the reference is towards superstitious 

beliefs that the dead and unborn children require an ancient path to pass. Candidates 

mentioned their stance (agreement/ disagreement) and substantiated it with a reason. A few 

candidates copied the conversation between the village priest and Mr Obi. Though the 

conversation indicated correctly the beliefs of the villagers, yet, the answer should have been 

reworded to clearly indicate the understanding. 
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Example: 

 

In weaker responses, the candidates misunderstood the beliefs that are being referred to in the 

passage. Such candidates did not refer to the superstitions. Instead, they stated that the path 

was useful for travelling purpose/ it was a short cut/ it was a path for children/ a passageway 

and a shortcut for villagers. The responses indicated a literal understanding and the lack of 

ability to read between the lines.  A few candidates copied irrelevant text from the passage. 

Example 
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Question 2 (a, b) 

Question 2 had two parts. Candidates had to write an informal letter/ email on either of the 

given situations. A key issue here was for candidates to establish the purpose of the letter in 

the opening sentence to make clear exactly why their letter was important and deserved to be 

read. Moreover, a letter will help to persuade its recipient more readily if it is written 

accurately and clearly. A well planned letter should consist of a brief introduction, followed 

by two to four paragraphs, each pursuing a viewpoint or opinion. 

Part a: 

It has been observed that for average Pakistanis, wedding ceremonies demand a lot of 

unnecessary expenditure.   

 Write an email to your cousin who is about to get married. Express your views 

regarding how the ceremony can be organised so as to manage the expenses 

appropriately. 

In better responses for Question 2a, the candidates 

• elaborated on the kinds of expenses expected in the wedding ceremony. Useful 

suggestions were given to curb expenditure on the occasion with advice to save money for 

future/ importance of simplicity/ having a smaller and less extravagant ceremony. 

• used informal register/ conversational style. However, sentence structure and other 

grammatical aspects were accurate. 

• mentioned format of an email (To/ From/ Date/ Subject/ Greeting/ Body/ Complimentary 

Close) 

• used accurate spelling and punctuation. 

 

  



Page 11 of 30 

 

Example: 
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In weaker responses for Questions 2a, the candidates 

• wrote incorrect sentence structure with serious and persistent grammatical errors. 

Unfortunately a number of candidates let themselves down with inaccurate expression: 

weak spelling, (‘wadding’ for ‘wedding’, ‘frand’ for friend’ for example was all too 

common – inexcusable, when the word formed part of the question), clumsy phrasing, 

inaccurate or missing punctuation. The importance of paragraphing was ignored.   

• misunderstood the question/ stimuli and wrote irrelevant details; for example: a few 

responses elaborated how wedding should be organised but did not suggest how expenses 

could be curbed. Few candidates mentioned irrelevant situations/ details. 

• used an incorrect or incomplete format of informal letters. 

• used clichés, slangs or internet language. 

Example: 
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Part b: 

Write a letter to your friend commenting on the things that he or she is doing that worry 

you. Explain why those things are unwise or dangerous and suggest something safer that 

you and your friend can do together instead. 

In better responses for Question 2b, the candidates 

• discussed one, or in some cases, two problems in detail by highlighting pros and cons of 

the mentioned habit/ occurrence in the friends life. While students were at liberty to 

propose any type of issue/ problems, most of them chose to write about the common 

academic/ social issues. 

• used appropriate language, including adjectives to describe the difficulties and problems. 

Modal verbs were used for giving suggestions. 

• displayed correct use of sentence structure, tenses and subject-verb agreement. The 

expression was neither hackneyed nor dull.  

• used accurate spelling and punctuation. 

• used appropriate connective and transition devices to create cohesion in the text. 
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Example: 
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In weaker responses for Question 2b, the candidates 

• described a problem in detail and requested the friend to stay away from it. However, the 

expression was plain and the text reflected lack of planning.  

• reflected serious and persistent grammatical errors in their essay. 

• wrote incorrect spellings, e.g. ‘frand’ for friend’ for example, clumsy phrasing and/ or 

inaccurate/ missing punctuation.  
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Example: 
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Question 3(a,b,c) 

The candidates were directed to write an essay on any of the three choices given. The vast 

majority of candidates chose to attempt parts ‘a’ and ‘b’, whereas, part ‘c’ was chosen by 

fewer candidates. 

Part a: 

“Anything is better than lies and deceit!” stressed Leo Tolstoy. Despite knowing the 

consequences of telling a lie, sometimes people use it as a shield to safeguard 

themselves from possible complications. 

Write a narrative account based on a situation when someone spoke a small lie that got 

bigger with time. You should include the following points in your story. 

• What was the lie and why it was spoken. 

• How the situation got worse with time. 

• How the matter was resolved. 

 

Most of the candidates attempted this question well. In better responses for Question 3a, the 

candidates 

• showed a clear understanding of the stimuli by using real and imaginary information. 

Candidates described a situation where they lied to get away/ save themselves from some 

unpleasant fact and later on due to guilt/ fear/ unavoidable circumstances they were 

exposed. Interesting situations were presented by most of the candidates. A few of the 

candidates who scored good marks presented interesting opening paragraphs which kept 

the examiner’s attention rapt on the narrative. Some candidates started their story with  

- a conversation,  

- a few others wrote some interesting quotation/ proverb,  

- occasionally a candidate used some interesting ‘hook’ line that had shock value  

• used creative plot structures i.e. the use of flashback and flash-forward techniques made 

the stories interesting to read. 

• used relevant vocabulary, connectors and cohesive devices. 

• displayed correct use of tenses and subject-verb agreement and tenses, except for 

occasional slips. 

• used correct spelling and punctuation. 
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Example: 
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In weak responses for Question 3a, the candidates 

• showed correct understanding of the prompt; however, expression and language were not 

up to the mark. 

• used clichés, slangs or internet language. 

• presented random ideas with no connective devices; the story lacked organisation/ 

planning. 

• paragraphing was ignored and so were the connectives/ transition devices. 

• displayed serious and persistent grammatical errors. 
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Example 
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Question 3b 

It was a cold night. You found a homeless person on your doorstep. Without a second 

thought, you invited him into your home to eat and sleep. However, you eventually 

regretted your decision. 

Write a narrative story based on this situation and include the following points. 

• How you felt when you noticed him outside your house. 

• Why you regretted your decision. 

• What cautions you would take next time while helping someone. 

 

Most candidates recognised the fact that they had been given a topic which provides room for 

creativity and that they were at liberty to have some fun and engage their audience through 

both the details included and the style of their writing.  

In better responses for Question 3b, the candidates 

• mentioned a vivid description of a character with specific details (mostly in a particular 

sequence: physical description, manner of speaking, attire etc.). They were able to sustain 

accuracy, whilst employing a variety of sentence forms and vocabulary to good effect. It 

was indeed reassuring to observe that a few candidates tried to involve the thoughts of 

their character (the person they invited was conniving to trick the author all along). This 

attention to detail made the write-up delightful. 

• used appropriate adjectives and adverbs to describe the sights, sounds and feelings. Most 

candidates explained a shocking revelation at the end about why they regretted their 

decision. 

• displayed considerable accuracy in the use of tenses and subject-verb agreement.  

• used appropriate vocabulary and correct spellings. 

• inserted punctuation marks where needed. 
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Example: 

 



Page 24 of 30 

 

 

In weaker responses for Question 3b, the candidates 

• showed a limited skills of description and lack of planning and ideas.  A number of 

candidates switched from one idea to the next with little sense of cohesion/ logic. This 

made their writing increasingly muddled. A few candidates paid less attention and hence 

were able to address partially the requirement of the prompt. 

• displayed inaccurate sentence structure with serious and persistent errors. 
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• displayed wrong spellings and lack of punctuation and paragraphing. The expression was 

incoherent and/ or inaccurate. 

Example: 
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Question 3c 

Various schools organise awareness seminars and activities to prepare students to face 

various natural calamities. 

Describe an occasion when an institute conducted various disaster education activities, and 

soon after, an earthquake struck the region. Many people were trapped in their houses and 

the rescue was carried out by the students. You should include the following points in your 

description. 

• Description of the earthquake affected region 

• Ways in which the rescue took place 

• Feelings of students after saving others’ lives 

 

In better responses for Question 3c the candidates 

• began with the description of a day when they experienced an earthquake. Many 

candidates paid attention to details while describing their feeling and the actions they took 

to save themselves and others.  

• wrote rich descriptions and expressive words to describe feelings. A chronological 

account of how the rescue took place was narrated as well. 

• used appropriate sentence structure, tenses and accurate subject-verb agreement.  

• used appropriate vocabulary to describe the day and the feelings. 
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Example: 

 



Page 28 of 30 

 

 

In weaker responses for Question 3c the candidates 

• failed to address the requirement of the prompt: they mentioned about a day when they 

experienced earthquake and dulled on it for far too long. 

• displayed serious errors of grammar, i.e. tenses were incorrectly used, many words were 

misspelled, etc. The issue of technical accuracy is vital for writing and, unfortunately, it 

was not uncommon to see scripts littered with technical errors (many of which were very 

basic - for example, their/there, too/to, where/were, etc.). 
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