
Page 1 of 25 
 

Aga Khan University Examination Board 

Notes from E-Marking Centre on SSC I English Compulsory Examination May 2015 

 

Introduction 

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of SSC Part I (Class IX) 

English Compulsory. It contains comments on candidate responses to the 2015 Secondary 

School Certificate examination, indicating the quality of the responses and highlighting their 

relative strengths and weaknesses. 

E-Marking Notes 

This report includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some 

specific examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note 

that the descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker 

responses as gathered from the e-marking session. However, the candidates’ responses shared 

(where deemed necessary) in this document represent some specific example(s) of the 

mentioned comments. 

The following is a description of the tasks and skills required for fulfillment of those tasks. 

Question No Question Type Skills Assessed 

1 

(a,b,c,d,e) 

CRQs on a reading passage - Literal understanding of a reading 

text 

- Inferential understanding of a 

reading text 

- Reasoning skills 

2 

(a,b) 

Letter/ Email Writing 

(informal) 

- Ability to write an informal letter/ 

email to friends/ family 

- Ability to use accurate sentence 

structure, connective devices, 

spellings, etc. 

- Ability to develop and organise 

information in a familiar everyday 

context 

3 

(a,b,c) 

Essay Writing - Ability to develop a piece of writing 

with appropriate focus, organisation 

and purpose 

- Ability to narrate and describe 

- Ability to use accurate sentence 

structure, connective devices, 

spellings, etc. 
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Teachers and candidates should know that examiners may ask questions that address the 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that requires candidates to respond by 

integrating knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed by studying 

the course. 

Candidates need to know that the marks allocated to the question are related to the answer 

space which is a guide to the length of the required response. A longer response will not in 

itself lead to higher marks. Writing far beyond the indicated space may reduce the time 

available for answering other questions. 

Candidates need to be familiar with the Command Words in the student learning outcomes 

which contain terms commonly used in examination questions. However, candidates should 

also be aware that not all questions will start with or contain one of the key words. Questions 

such as ‘how?’, ‘why?’ or ‘to what extent?’ may also be used.  

Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for       

grammar, spelling or factual information. 
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Detailed Comments 

Question 1 

Question 1 was based on a reading passage. It had five sub-parts. Candidates were required to 

understand the reading passage and accordingly answer the questions asked on various 

aspects of the passage. The criteria against which marks were allotted are detailed 

understanding of the contents of the passage demonstrated appropriately in the responses and 

authentic interpretation and discussion of different aspects of the passage. The careful reading 

of a question, or essay topic, is vital if a student is to attain high marks.  

The reading passage was an extract from a famous children’s novel, ‘The Adventures of Tom 

Sawyer’. In the chosen extract, the main character Tom completes a task given to him by his 

Aunt Polly. 

Part a: 

Describe Tom’s personality with reference to the text. 

Most of the candidates answered the question correctly. Better responses displayed a clear 

understanding of Tom’s personality. Textual evidences were cited for the identified 

personality traits. In most of the responses, candidates cited three personality traits and gave 

at least two textual evidences to substantiate the mentioned personality traits. Most students 

identified Tom as lazy, clever, thoughtful, and a fun loving person who has an understanding 

of human nature. Specific textual evidences were cited, some of which were as follows: 

Tom’s desire to go outside and play, Aunt’s mistrust and his thoughts about the nature of 

work and play. A few of the candidates mentioned five personality traits along with five 

evidences. Both types of responses were considered for full marks. 
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Example: 

 

In weaker responses of 1a, candidates mentioned that Tom discovered a great law of human 

action. However, candidates did not explain what it shows about his personality. Some of the 

candidates mentioned that Tom spoke truth and he was a good person, and that he discovered 

something about human nature, however, marks were deducted for the lack of details and 

textual evidences. 

Example: 

 

Part b:  

Does Tom appear to be a likeable person? Why or why not?  

In better responses, candidates displayed their opinion about Tom stating whether he is 

likeable or not. Opinion swayed in both directions, and both opinions were acceptable. 

Candidates supported their answers with appropriate reasons for liking or disliking Tom. 

Mostly, the stated reasons were as follows: Tom was a clever, intelligent, fun loving and 

adventurous; OR the reasons of disliking him were mentioned as follows: he was a lazy 

person; aunt is annoyed / mistrustful of him; he works only when he wants. As the question 

asked for a personal interpretation of Tom’s character, both opinions (supported by two 

reasons) were considered for full marks. 
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Example: 

 

 

In weaker responses, a few candidates wrote that ‘Tom was a good person’ and ‘Aunt was 

overcome by the splendour of his achievement’. In weaker responses, candidates mostly 

displayed lack of understanding of the question. Many of the candidates copied irrelevant text 

about Aunt Polly enjoying the breeze and sleeping in her chair. 

Example
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Part c:  

“In order to make a man or a boy covet a thing, it is only necessary to make the thing 

difficult to attain.” Explain the meaning of this sentence from paragraph 1. Do you agree 

with this statement? Why or why not? 

In better responses, candidates explained the meaning of the mentioned sentence from the 

passage. Most candidates wrote that it is a part of human nature that we feel greater 

satisfaction and contentment with those accomplishments that are achieved after quite a bit of 

hard work. Interesting examples were quoted by the candidates for supporting this stance; a 

few candidates mentioned that if they study really hard and achieve success, the happiness 

they feel is far greater. Some mentioned the example of parents’ working hard for upbringing 

of their children and the contentment they feel upon witnessing their children’s success.  

Example: 

 

In weaker responses of question 1c, candidates misunderstood the meaning of the quote and 

wrote incorrect explanations; for instance, few responses mention ‘it is best to ignore wrong 

things’, ‘few things are unhelpful’, ‘boys don’t like difficult problems’ etc. However, most of 

the candidates did mention whether they agree/ disagree with the statement and hence got 1 

mark. 

Example: 
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Part d: 

According to the passage, what kind of relationship do Tom and Aunt Polly have? 

Explain with textual evidences. 

In better responses, the candidates reflected different perceptions about the relationship/ bond 

that exist between Tom and Aunt Polly. Few responses mentioned that the relationship 

between Aunt Polly and Tom was awkward/ uncomfortable. The evidences mentioned were 

mainly that Aunt Polly did not trust Tom’s word which shows Tom has been a troublesome 

child; she also expected that Tom must have fled from the house; Tom did not like the way he 

was rewarded. A few other responses mentioned that the relationship between Tom and Aunt 

Polly was good/ loving but they lacked mutual trust. The evidences mentioned were that even 

though Aunt Polly did not trust Tom, she rewards him when she sees that Tom has actually 

finished his work and compliments him as well.  

Example: 
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Weaker responses revealed the lack of understanding and depth in the answers. Candidates 

mentioned Aunt Polly was Tom’s aunt and that she was a great person as she used to stop 

Tom from doing bad things. Lack of specific evidences made students lose marks. 

Example 

 

Part e: 

How was Tom rewarded by Aunt Polly for finishing his work? Do you think he likes that 

reward?  If you were in his place, would you like to have such a reward?  

Better responses reflected various perceptions of the candidates with which they approached 

the passage. Few candidates mentioned that Tom was rewarded with an apple by Aunt Polly 

and he did not show much interest in apple as he ‘hooked a doughnut’ instead. These 

candidates also opined that they too would not like to have an apple as a reward; various 

candidates mentioned that Tom had white washed the fence/ completed his chore 

meticulously and hence the reward should have been something else/ something which he 

genuinely likes.  

A few of the better responses reflected an altogether different perspective. Candidates 

mentioned that after completing his chore, Tom finally got the permission to go out and play, 

this was a reward in itself. Candidates also mentioned that Tom likes this reward and if they 

were in his place, such a reward would have been received well by them as well.  

Both perspectives were accepted and candidates were rewarded with full marks in both cases 

if all three parts of the question were answered. 
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Example

 

In weaker responses, the candidates copied irrelevant text from the passage; for instance, a 

few candidates copied the conversation between Tom and Aunt Polly. Some candidates 

mentioned that ‘Tom is thankful to Aunt Polly as she cares for him.’ As the aforementioned 

answers were irrelevant; marks were deducted. Very few candidates mentioned correctly that 

Tom was rewarded with an apple and later ‘hooked a doughnut’ but failed to mention that his 

desire for doughnut means that he does not like apples, hence, such candidates failed to 

answer the other two parts of the answer. Such candidates scored less marks. 
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Example 

 

Question 2 (a, b) 

Question 2 had two parts. Candidates had to write an informal letter/ email on either of the 

given situations. 

Part a: 

You have recently returned home after participating in a week-long summer camp with 

the students and representatives of different schools. You have met many students from 

different cities and befriended them. While unpacking your bag, you discovered that you 

have mistakenly brought home a book that belongs to one of your friends from a different 

city. 

Write a letter explaining this situation to him/ her. You should: 

 apologize for the inconvenience caused; 

 discuss how and when can you return the book 

In better responses for Question 2a the candidates 

• elaborated on the given situation by mentioning how a book was mistakenly taken. Few 

candidates mentioned a plausible situation (a book was borrowed for reading and the 

candidate forgot to return it). A few answers named the book and expressed the 

usefulness of it; a few others described the contents of the book, how and when the book 

could be returned was also mentioned. 

• used the correct format of informal letters. 

• expressed vivid imagination and created plausible everyday scenario. 

• satisfied the requirements of the bullet points fully; 

• displayed logical progression of ideas within context. 

• displayed correct use of subject-verb agreement. 

• used accurate spelling and punctuation. 
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Example: 
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In weaker responses for Questions 2a, the candidates: 

• misunderstood the question/ stimuli and wrote irrelevant details; for example: a few 

responses elaborated the activities of a summer camp and in some other responses the 

candidates invited their friends to attend a summer camp with them.  

• used an incorrect or incomplete format of informal letters. 

• used clichés, slangs or internet language. 

• wrote incorrect sentence structure with serious grammatical errors. 

• used incorrect spelling and punctuation. 

Example: 
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Part b: 

A cousin of yours suffers from an irrational and excessive fear of heights. Your extended 

family is planning to visit an amusement park at the weekend. You want to convince your 

cousin to take various rides with you. Write an email to your cousin and give him/ her a 

few tips to overcome that fear. Explain how the weekend could be fun if he/ she would 

participate in the activities with everyone. 

In better responses for Question 2b, the candidates 

• discussed the upcoming trip with their cousin and advised them to overcome the fear. A 

few creative responses also showed a sequence of details/ events leading up to cultivation 

of an irrational fear in the mind of their cousin; the responses emphasised on the 

psychological aspect of the fear and provided useful tips about how that fear could be 

overcome. 

• used appropriate language, adjectives to describe the difficulties and problems. 

• displayed correct use of tenses and subject-verb agreement. 

• used accurate spelling and punctuation. 

Example: 
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In weaker responses for Question 2b, the candidates 

• described the plan of a picnic and how fun it could be if the cousin comes; such 

responses did not mention enough details about the irrational fear the cousin harbours 

which was the requirement of the prompts. 

• reflected serious and persistent grammatical errors in their essay. 
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Question 3(a,b,c) 

The candidates were directed to write an essay on any of the three choices given. Most of the 

candidates attempted 3a. 

Part a: 

Describe an occasion when, at the request of your aunt, you agreed to baby-sit her three-

year-old child for a few hours. Your composition should include the following details. 

• How did the child behave? 

• How did you respond to the situation? 

• What were your feelings? 

Most of the candidates attempted this question well. In better responses for Question 3a, the 

candidates 

• showed a clear understanding of the stimuli by using real and imaginary information. 

Candidates elaborated on the cause(s) which led an aunt of theirs to allot this 

responsibility to them. Most of the candidates explained the events that took place with 

the baby in a sequence. A few candidates incorporated humour and dialogues as well. 

Most essays portrayed a naughty and difficult child; the beginning of the essay (in most 

cases) was developed in an interesting manner. 

• used relevant vocabulary, connectors and cohesive devices. 

• displayed correct use of tenses and subject-verb agreement and tenses, except for 

occasional slips. 

• used correct spelling and punctuation. 
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Example: 
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In weak responses for Question 3a, the candidates 

• showed correct understanding of the prompt; however, expression and language were not 

up to the mark. 

• used clichés, slangs or internet language. 

• presented random ideas with no connective devices, the essay lacked any organisation. 
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Example 
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Question 3b 

On the eve of every festival, the streets come to life as they become a hub for various 

activities and enjoyment. Describe the sights, sounds and details of one of the streets of 

your city on the night before a big event or celebration 

 In better responses for Question 3b the candidates 

• mentioned a vivid description of a famous/ decorated street/ a neighbourhood on the 

occasion of a festival (mostly Eid or Chand Raat celebration). Some of the high scoring 

responses showed the use of sensory description; candidates mentioned how a street was 

decorated, how people dressed, what and how many colours beautified the scene, 

arrangement and taste of eatables, happy chatter/ announcements, etc., interesting 

similes/ comparisons to describe their situation/ feelings and specific details of that 

occasion (mostly in a chronological sequence).  

• used appropriate adjectives and adverbs to describe the sights, sounds and feelings. 

• displayed considerable accuracy in the use of tenses and subject-verb agreement. 

• used appropriate vocabulary and correct spellings. 

• inserted punctuation marks where needed. 

Example: 
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In weaker responses for Question 3b the candidates 

• showed a limited understanding of the stimuli. Mostly, candidates wrote about a 

birthday party which they attended which cannot be counted as a festival. Most of the 

candidates just elaborated how a surprise birthday party was arranged in someone’s 

home, surprisingly there were little or no description of a street/ neighbourhood. The 

writing resembled a simple narration of an event. 

• displayed inaccurate sentence structure. 
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Example: 
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Question 3c 

A noise outside your home awakened you one night. When you went out to see what 

happened, you found a surprising phenomenon outside your house…  

Explain what you saw and how you reacted to the situation 

In better responses for Question 3c the candidates 

• began the essay by outlining a context which was appropriate and relevant to the prompt. 

They elaborated interesting scenarios which had a vivid description of a dark night, how 

a unique sound (a low beep, a sharp-pitched siren/ whistle, the sound of an abrupt 

thunder were a few examples), the candidates mentioned how that sound disturbed the 

peace and what followed. Usually, the responses had a shock value. A number cited a 

theft/ robbery or sighting of strange animals/ aliens, a strange dream followed by 

humorous or serious actions.  

• used appropriate sentence structure, tenses and accurate subject-verb agreement. 
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Example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Page 24 of 25 
 

 

In weaker responses for Question 3c the candidates 

• failed to address the requirement of the prompt: they mentioned an ordinary incident, 

i.e. a sudden visit of a neighbour/ cousin, etc. The elaboration of the incident was done 

without any creative insight. 

• displayed serious errors of grammar i.e. tenses were incorrectly used, many words were 

misspelled etc. 
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Example: 

 


