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Aga Khan University Examination Board 

Notes from E-Marking Centre on SSC Part I English Examination May 2014 

Introduction 

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of SSC Part I (Class IX) 
English. It contains comments on candidate responses to the 2014 Secondary School 
Certificate examination, indicating the quality of the responses and highlighting their relative 
strengths and weaknesses. 

General Comments 

This report includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some 
specific examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note 
that the descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker 
responses as gathered from the e-marking session. Whereas, the candidates’ responses shared 
(where deemed necessary) in this document represent some specific example(s) of the 
mentioned comments. 

Paper II of SSC I English Compulsory comprised of three questions. Question 1 contains five 
sub-parts i.e. constructed response questions based on a reading passage. The areas assessed 
in this section are literal and inferential understanding and reasoning skills. Question no.2 and 
Question no.3 are the extended response questions i.e. letter writing and essay writing 
respectively. The areas assessed in the writing section are content relevance, language 
accuracy, coherence within sentences and paragraphs and structure / format of letter and 
essay. 

Teachers and candidates should know that examiners may ask questions that address the 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that requires candidates to respond by 
integrating knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed by studying 
the course. 

Candidates need to know that the marks allocated to the question are related to the answer 
space which is a guide to the length of the required response. A longer response will not in 
itself lead to higher marks. Writing far beyond the indicated space may reduce the time 
available for answering other questions. 

Candidates need to be familiar with the Command Words in the student learning outcomes 
which contain terms commonly used in examination questions. However, candidates should 
also be aware that not all questions will start with or contain one of the key words. Questions 
such as ‘how?’, ‘why?’ or ‘to what extent?’ may also be used.  

 

Detailed Comments 

 

Question 1 

It is a constructed response question. Candidates are required to understand the reading 
passage and accordingly answer the questions asked on various aspects of the narrative.  

The reading passage was an extract from ‘Tales from Indian Jungle’ where a group of 
villagers plan to kill a dangerous beast.  
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• ideas presented lacked originality or focus. 
• most of the ideas were randomly presented, which lacked any organization. 
• wrote incorrect sentence structure with serious grammatical errors. 
 

Question 3b required the candidates to describe the experiences that are bothersome in one 
way or the other. They were also asked to elaborate whether peer pressure and competition 
are making them progress or regress. 

In better responses for Question 3b the candidates: 

• mentioned one incident OR a few details about their usual school days and within it the 
bothersome specifics of their school life. Some of them were able to make a connection 
between stress that results from continuous peer pressure and competition. Some other 
better responses narrated an event which described a typical day of school resulting in 
some heartbreak or tears. 

• used appropriate adjectives and adverbs to describe their actions and feeling. 

• displayed moderate language accuracy. 

In weaker responses for Question 3b the candidates: 

• showed a limited understanding of the stimuli. They elaborated about the negative aspects 
of school life in general terms. Some candidates just mentioned random and /or irrelevant 
details. 

• displayed lack of knowledge of the mechanics of essay writing. 

• left the responses incomplete or copied the question verbatim repeatedly. 

 
Question 3c was a descriptive essay regarding candidates’ experiences of social networking 
sites. Many candidates opted to attempt this question as social networking may be fairly 
common amongst candidates. 

In better responses for Question 3c the candidates: 

• Began the essay by outlining a context which was appropriate and relevant to the prompt. 
They mentioned at least two clear benefits of using social networking sites and mentioned 
the impact of such sites on their lives. 

• Clearly mentioned the steps or stages of planning a reunion. 

• Displayed coherence and appropriate organization of the essay 

• Used appropriate tenses and accurate subject-verb agreement. 

In weaker responses for Question 3c the candidates: 

• failed to address the requirement of the prompt: they mentioned about social networking 
as internet and mentioned a few negative effects of using internet. From the looks of it, 
such composition may have been rote learned by the candidates. 

• displayed serious errors of grammar i.e. tenses were incorrectly used, many words were 
misspelled etc. 


