Aga Khan University Examination Board
Notes from E-Marking Centre on SSC Part | English Examination May 2014

Introduction

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of SSC Part | (Class 1X)
English. It contains comments on candidate responses to the 2014 Secondary School
Certificate examination, indicating the quality of the responses and highlighting their relative
strengths and weaknesses.

General Comments

This report includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some
specific examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note
that the descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker
responses as gathered from the e-marking session. Whereas, the candidates’ responses shared
(where deemed necessary) in this document represent some specific example(s) of the
mentioned comments.

Paper Il of SSC | English Compulsory comprised of three questions. Question 1 contains five
sub-parts i.e. constructed response questions based on a reading passage. The areas assessed
in this section are literal and inferential understanding and reasoning skills. Question no.2 and
Question no.3 are the extended response questions i.e. letter writing and essay writing
respectively. The areas assessed in the writing section are content relevance, language
accuracy, coherence within sentences and paragraphs and structure / format of letter and
essay.

Teachers and candidates should know that examiners may ask questions that address the
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that requires candidates to respond by
integrating knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed by studying
the course.

Candidates need to know that the marks allocated to the question are related to the answer
space which is a guide to the length of the required response. A longer response will not in
itself lead to higher marks. Writing far beyond the indicated space may reduce the time
available for answering other questions.

Candidates need to be familiar with the Command Words in the student learning outcomes
which contain terms commonly used in examination questions. However, candidates should
also be aware that not all questions will start with or contain one of the key words. Questions
such as ‘how?’, ‘why?’ or ‘to what extent?’ may also be used.

Detailed Comments

Question 1

It is a constructed response question. Candidates are required to understand the reading
passage and accordingly answer the questions asked on various aspects of the narrative.

The reading passage was an extract from ‘Tales from Indian Jungle’ where a group of
villagers plan to kill a dangerous beast.
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Part a:

Most of the candidates answered the question correctly. Better responses displayed clear
understanding of the phrase ‘taste for wild game’. The answer was precise and adjectives

were used to mention the ‘“impact’. In better responses candidates were able to understand the
question and answered both parts correctly.
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In weaker responses of 1a, candidates just copied the entire paragraph 2, hence the answer
was vague and did not reflect the understanding of the term or the impact. Some weaker
responses copied an irrelevant excerpt from the passage. Although, grammatical competence
or expression is not assessed in CRQs of reading comprehension, teachers need to focus on
the writing expression of the candidates as sometimes, due to vague expression,
understanding an answer becomes difficult.

Example:
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Part b:

In better responses, the description of game trail plan was complete and in the right sequence.
Some candidates were not able to write the details in the proper sequence, however. The
better responses displayed clarity and brevity.

Example:
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In weaker responses, candidates displayed lack of understanding of the question. Some of the
candidates copied paragraph 4 verbatim from the text and hence various irrelevant details
were also copied and that left no space for the relevant details on the copy on the candidates.
The question clearly mentioned that candidates are supposed to use their own words in the
answer. This demand of the question also remained unfulfilled.

Example:
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Part c:

In better responses, candidates elaborated the author’s description regarding the villagers’
generally patient nature. They also elaborated that villagers would act when they are driven
by extreme circumstances by co-relating it with the example of the decision taken by the
villagers to kill the ogre.

Example:
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In weaker responses of question 1c, students missed the connection between the generally
patient attitude of the villagers and how it was related to their final decision of killing the
ogre. Some of the weaker responses failed to understand the question and ended up writing
about how the villagers killed the ogre. Some candidates just mentioned irrelevant details as
shown below.

Example:
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Part d:

In better responses, the candidates mentioned every detail regarding the quality and quantity
of weapons the villagers had. They also mentioned a plausible opinion (based on details of
weapons) about whether these weapons were enough to kill the dangerous ogre. Some
candidates’ mentioned an opinion which was not appropriate or rationally based on the
details they explained.

Example:
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In weaker responses, the candidates missed out one or two points from the description of
weapons. Some of the weaker responses failed to convey an opinion regarding the sufficiency
of weapons for killing the ogre. Some of the candidates failed to mention the main weapons

like two spears etc.

Example
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Part e:

The question invited candidates to use their imagination and make a logical connection to the
passage by giving a reason. Some of the candidates were able do both. In better responses,
the candidates presented at least one plausible condition of tiger after it fell into the pit and
substantiated it with reason.

Example

After it had faleninside the pit the tiger coay have became
\.Q?.!S and tired A< & wouwd haye I starvve fmt\'\_?n 0e
The u;\\aaers ‘“""\ hWaw degded 1o \et Yhe 'L\'%e‘ﬁ%n b1h-nse\t.
And one day 't would e _dead loy ladk of food.®

proh h}k'-.\\g] _kama {mndh" iiLlQ&!_ A» gfed__’s\nﬂ L%ﬂ-'!\\'ﬁ
would have workKed ‘weaue Yee Vi\\O{ler's were  ghort of
PPYOprioke

AeGponS Ond money v bun\ Q im\ el b\ YniS_ Simpe

@danique Neey wound wane Gobkenvid of the. b'%e',

In weaker responses, the candidates were unaware of the strategy of making a connection
between what they had read and co-relating it with an assumed scenario. Such candidates
failed to answer the question on both levels and scribbled some details regarding the
villager’s plan to trap the tiger.
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Question 2 (a,b)

In this question, candidates were encouraged to use their thinking and language skills and
assuming a situation, they were supposed to write letters showing their insight and
understanding of the stimuli.

€ no qun

In better responses for Question 2a the candidates:

showed a clear understanding of the stimuli.

elaborated on the dangers of fast driving and cited relevant examples of road accidents.
mentioned the effect of any future accidents on parents.

used the correct format of informal letters.

wrote relevant content without much repetition.
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used appropriate vocabulary and connective devices.
displayed logical progression of ideas within context.
displayed correct use of subject-verb agreement.
used accurate spelling and punctuation.

Example:
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In weaker responses for Questions 2a, the candidates:

e showed limited understanding of the stimuli.
e used an incorrect or incomplete format of informal letters.

wrote irrelevant personal experiences which were not reflective of ‘dangers to careless
drivers’

used clicheés, slangs or internet language.

used language inaccurately that does not prove the articulation of the stimuli.
wrote incorrect sentence structure with serious grammatical errors.

used incorrect spelling and punctuation.
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In better responses for Question 2b, the candidates:

o elaborated on bad habits with reference to real-life. They mentioned the consequences of
such problems in detail and gave at least two suggestions to their friends about how to get
rid of such habits.

e used appropriate connectors and cohesive devices; the effect of which was coherence in
their writing.

e Used appropriate language, adjectives were used to describe the difficulties and problems.

o displayed correct use of subject-verb agreement.

e used accurate spelling and punctuation.
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In weaker responses for Question 2b, the candidates:

o were unmindful of the structure of the letter: there were too many details in the
introduction which was mentioned on the entire page.

o lacked grammatical accuracy in their writing. The writing reflected serious and persistent
grammatical errors.
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Question 3(a,b,c)

The candidates were directed to write an essay on any of the three choices given. Most of the
candidates attempted 3c.

Question 3a required the candidates to narrate an incident which was exciting but dangerous.
In better responses for Question 3a, the candidates:

e showed a clear understanding of the stimuli.
e mentioned an event which reflected the feelings of excitement and fright experienced at
the same time

e used appropriate examples from general or personal context.
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e used relevant vocabulary, connectors and cohesive devices.
o displayed correct use of subject-verb agreement and tenses, except for occasional slips.
e used correct spelling and punctuation.
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In weak responses for Question 3a, the candidates:

e showed a limited understanding of the stimuli. The experienced written was vague and /
or irrelevant.

did not have effective structure; beginning, middle and end.
rephrased the stimuli repetitively.

wrote irrelevant content.

used clichés, slangs or internet language.
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ideas presented lacked originality or focus.
most of the ideas were randomly presented, which lacked any organization.
wrote incorrect sentence structure with serious grammatical errors.

Question 3b required the candidates to describe the experiences that are bothersome in one
way or the other. They were also asked to elaborate whether peer pressure and competition
are making them progress or regress.

In better responses for Question 3b the candidates:

mentioned one incident OR a few details about their usual school days and within it the
bothersome specifics of their school life. Some of them were able to make a connection
between stress that results from continuous peer pressure and competition. Some other
better responses narrated an event which described a typical day of school resulting in
some heartbreak or tears.

used appropriate adjectives and adverbs to describe their actions and feeling.
displayed moderate language accuracy.
In weaker responses for Question 3b the candidates:

showed a limited understanding of the stimuli. They elaborated about the negative aspects
of school life in general terms. Some candidates just mentioned random and /or irrelevant
details.

displayed lack of knowledge of the mechanics of essay writing.

left the responses incomplete or copied the question verbatim repeatedly.

Question 3c was a descriptive essay regarding candidates’ experiences of social networking
sites. Many candidates opted to attempt this question as social networking may be fairly
common amongst candidates.

In better responses for Question 3c the candidates:

Began the essay by outlining a context which was appropriate and relevant to the prompt.
They mentioned at least two clear benefits of using social networking sites and mentioned
the impact of such sites on their lives.

Clearly mentioned the steps or stages of planning a reunion.
Displayed coherence and appropriate organization of the essay
Used appropriate tenses and accurate subject-verb agreement.
In weaker responses for Question 3c the candidates:

failed to address the requirement of the prompt: they mentioned about social networking
as internet and mentioned a few negative effects of using internet. From the looks of it,
such composition may have been rote learned by the candidates.

displayed serious errors of grammar i.e. tenses were incorrectly used, many words were
misspelled etc.
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